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Bush backs Kyiv’s NATO. 
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President Viktor Yushchenko addresses the press conference following the 
announcement on Ukraine’s NATO membership. 


NATO 


MAPs 


for Ukraine, 
Georgia delayed 


Both countries given commitments 
for future membership 


By Marco Levytsky 
(Incorporating a report from RFE/ 
RL) 

In a late-night compromise ham- 
mered out between supporters of 
Ukraine and Georgia’s bid for a 
NATO Membership Action Plan 
(MAP) and holdouts France and 
Germany, the decision was put off, 
April 3. 

Speaking April 3 at NATO’s sum- 
mit in Bucharest, Secretary-General 
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer said the 
granting of Membership Action 
Plans (MAPs) to Ukraine апа Geor- 
gia would have to await further dia- 
logue. But added a sweetener, say- 
ing the alliance had agreed the two 
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countries “will become members of 
NATO.” 

“Today, we make clear that we 
support these countries’ applications 
for MAP,” he said. “Therefore, we 
will now begin a period of intensive 
engagement with both at a high po- 
litical level to address the questions 
still outstanding pertaining to their 
MAP applications. We have asked 
[NATO] foreign ministers to make 
a first assessment of progress at their 
December 2008 meeting.” 

Despite the postponed decision, 
pro-NATO forces in Ukraine and 
Georgia celebrated the announce- 
ment, which offered stronger-than- 
expected support for their entry bids. 

Hailing the move, Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko said 
Kyiv “has essentially broken the 
sound barrier.” 

“This can only be seen as a vic- 
tory, and I will explain why,” 
Yushchenko said. “It is because in 
today’s document, for the first time, 
the 26 NATO members states for- 
mulated the basic principle 
that [Ukraine and Geogia] will be- 
come members of NATO. I would 
say this even exceeded our expecta- 
tions regarding this document.” 

Georgian President Mikheil 
Saakashvili said, “I think we should 
be very happy,” and added that it ap- 
peared as though Georgia had “sud- 
denly jumped over the technical 
stage” of an action plan with the 
promise of full membership. 

“MAP is not as important when 
you have a commitment to accept 
us as members,” he said. “Here we 
gota 100-percent guarantee, at least 
formally, for membership. That’s 
very unusual.” 

Before arriving at the summit, 

U.S. President George W. Bush said 
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bid ahead of summit 


Compiled by Marco Levytsky 
With reports from RFE/RL/Ukrai- 
nian Journal/The Press Service of 
the President of Ukraine 

As NATO prepared to debate put- 
ting Ukraine and Georgia on track 
for membership, U.S. President 
George W. Bush reiterated his sup- 
port for Ukraine’s efforts to join the 
alliance. 

Bush was greeted with full hon- 
ors in Kyiv on April 1 before launch- 
ing talks with Ukraine’s pro-West- 
erm leaders, who pressed their bid 
for NATO membership. 

Bush arrived in the Ukrainian 
capital late on March 31. The visit, 
his first to Ukraine, marked the start 
of a tour that\took him to the NATO 
summit on April 2-4 in the Roma- 
nian capital of Bucharest, then on 
to Croatia, and finally Russia for 
talks with outgoing President 
Vladimir Putin. 

Speaking at a news conference 
following talks with Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko, Bush 
said his country was ready to extend 
a Membership Action Plan (MAP) 
to Ukraine — a step on the path to 
eventual NATO membership. 

“We support MAP for Ukraine 
and Georgia,” Bush said. “Helping 
Ukraine move toward NATO mem- 
bership is in the interest of every 
member in the alliance and will help 
advance security and freedom in this 
region and around the world.” 

The U.S. president praised 
Ukraine’s democratic and military 
reforms, adding that Ukraine was 
“the only non-NATO nation sup- 
porting every NATO mission.” 
Ukraine has sent troops to Afghani- 
stan, Kosovo, and Iraq. 

Kyiv’s NATO bid, however, faces 


Presidents Bush and Yushchenko shake hands during their press conference. 
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Presidents Bush and Yushchenko lay flowers at the monument to victims 
of the 1932-33 Holodomor-Genocide. 


a number of hurdles — chiefly, 
strong opposition within Ukraine 


itself. Opinion polls show that only 
30 percent of Ukrainians support 
NATO membership. 

At the press conference with 
Bush, Yushchenko sought to play 
down this division, describing the 
anti-NATO rallies being staged in 
central Kyiv as “absolutely natural.” 

“J think it is only natural that there 
are forces in Ukrainian society that 
don’t share this thought, and it is ab- 
solutely natural that several hundred 
people are rallying under red flags 
[against NATO] today,” Yushchenko 
said. 

Members of the Communist 
Party, the Socialist Party, and the 
Progressive Socialist Party pitched 
tents on Kyiv’s Independence 
Square on March 31 to protest U.S. 
President Bush’s visit to Ukraine, 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service re- 
ported. 

Demonstrators played Soviet-era 
music, carried red flags, and chanted 
anti-United States and anti- NATO 
slogans. 

Yushchenko also stressed that 
there are no alternatives to the idea 
of collective security. “We proceed 
from the position that collective re- 
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Прем'єри України та Польщі 
підписали низку угод 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Українці i поляки, які живуть поблизу кордону, 
зможуть відвідувати один одного без віз. 

Керівники урядів України та Польщі підписали 28 
березня у Києві низку угод, серед яких важлива для 
України угода про Малий прикордонний рух. 

Сторони домовилися про взаємодію під час під- 
готовки до фінального турніру чемпіонату Європи 
з футболу «ЄВРО-2012», і про низку спільних 
проектів у гуманітарній сфері. Прем'єр міністр 
Польщі Дональд Туск також підтримав прохання 
Києва щодо зближення з НАТО напередодні 
вирішального саміту альянсу. 

Незважаючи на те, що Єврокомісія зробила 
зауваження щодо визначення прикордонної зони не 
у тридцять, а у п'ятдесят кілометрів, прем'єри YKpa— 
їни та Польщі відстояли інтереси українців. 

Дональд Туск: «Польща відстоювала умови цього 
договору для громадян України перед Брюсселем: 
підписавши угоду, ми захистили права українців, 
мешканців прикордонної зони. Але попереду роз- 
будова прикордонної інфраструктури, створення 
нових бізнес-проектів». 

Наступний крок офіційної Варшави - підтримка 
України на бухарестському саміті НАТО. Також 
Україна розраховує на підтримку Польщі під час 
наступних переговорів з Євросоюзом про по- 
глиблену угоду, сказала i Прем'єр-міністр України 


Юлія Тимошенко: 

«Україна починає дуже важливий етап пере- 
говорів з Євросоюзом - - це створення зони вільної 
торгівлі і підписання поглибленої угоди, яка дає 
можливість саме у зоні вільної торгівлі врахувати 
рух товарів, рух послуг, рух робочої сили і рух капі - 
талів. Я звернулася до пана Прем'єр-міністра щодо 
сприяння у проведенні таких переговорів між 
Україною та Євросоюзом щодо підготовки і підпи-- 
сання Україною поширеної угоди. Я отримала повну 
підтримку для таких українських європейських 
устремлінь». 

Серед інших документів, які нині підписано у 
Києві, - договір про спільні дії під час підготовки 
до ЄВРО 2012, меморандум про створення 
Європейського українсько-польського університету 
на базі Українського колегіуму у Любліні та Центру 
польських студій Києво-Могилянської академії. 

Угоди, підписані 28 березня, піднімуть українсько- 
польську співпрацю на якісно новий рівень, вважає 
редактор львівського часопису «I» та ініціатор низки 
спільних гуманітарних проектів Ірина Магдиш: 

«Така річ, як спільні освітні програми, обмін 
студентами, по можливості максимально полегшена 
візова процедура і перетину кордону для молодих 
людей - це величезний прорив в українсько- 
польських стосунках». 


Обставини смерті свідка у 
справі про отруєння Ющенка 


(УНІАН) Один із засновників ТОВ «Фокстрот» 
Володимир Шульга помер через серцеву недо- 
статність. 

Про це УНІАН повідомили у Департаменті 
зв'язків із громадськістю та міжнародних зв'язків 
МВС України. 

Так, за інформацією ДЗГ;, Шульга, 1957 р.н., 26 
березня був запрошений до Шевченківського 
райвідділу міліції Києва на допит як свідок у справі 
про підробку документів, зокрема, трудової книжки. 
О 16.45 він приїхав до райвідділу разом зі своїм 
адвокатом. Після допиту Шульзі було запропоновано 
надати пояснення у зв'язку з перевіркою інформації 
одного з громадян, якому Шульга начебто norpo— 
жував вбивством, неодноразово телефонував та 
надсилав СМС-повідомлення відповідного змісту, у 
тому числі у нічний час. 

Як зазначили у ДЗГ, Шульга написав пояснення, 
а також написав зобов'язання «не здійснювати 
стосовно цього громадянина протиправних дій». 

Після цього він разом із адвокатом залишив будів - 
лю райвідділу міліції, але через 10 хвилин був зму-- 
шений повернутися, оскільки співробітники рай-- 
відділу зателефонували йому з проханням надати 
уточнення щодо деяких обставин. Коли Шульга 
повернувся до міліції, він заявив, що інші пояснення 
надаватиме лише у присутності свого адвоката, який 
на момент його повернення поїхав. Зателефону-- 
вавши адвокату i надавши відповідну інформацію, 


Шульга став очікувати на нього у коридорі третього 
поверху райвідділу. У якийсь момент йому стало зле, 
i працівники міліції викликали "швидку", бригада 
якої встигла констатувати лише смерть людини. 

За попередніми висновками медиків, причиною 
смерті стала серцева недостатність. 

На місце події виїжджали керівники главку київ-- 
ської міліції, співробітники прокуратури Шевчен-- 
ківського району, працівники внутрішньої безпеки 
МВС України в м. Києві. 

Як повідомлялося, Шульга був одним зі свідків у 
справі про отруєння Президента України Віктора 
Ющенка. 

У день отруєння, 5 вересня 2004 року, на той час 
кандидат в президенти Ющенко вечеряв на дачі на 
той момент заступника голови СБУ Володимира 
Сацюка і в гостях у тодішнього співвласника "Фокс-- 
троту" Олега Голівна. 

Організатором другого візиту був Шульга. Саме 
він розповів, що страви, які подавали на стіл, за- 
мовили в Києві: взяли суші в японському ресторані 
і форель. Ha вечері були також виконавчий директор 
«Фокстроту" Віталій Грисько, з боку Ющена були 
присутні Олексій Івченко, Давид Жванія, Євген 
Червоненко і ще один незнайомець, грузин за 
національністю. 

У грудні 2006 року Ющенко заявив, що під час 
президентської кампанії 2004 року він був отруєний 
на дачі Сацюка. 


Україна продовжить 
миротворчу місію в Косово 


(УНІАН) Україна не планує відкликати свій 
миротворчий контингент з Косово. 

Як передає кореспондент УНІАН, про це 21 бе- 
резня журналістам сказав міністр закордонних справ 
України Володимир Огризко після завершення 3aci— 
дання Ради національної безпеки і оборони. 

«Миротворча діяльність України буде продов- 
жена. Питання про виведення нашого контингенту 
з Косово не стоїть», - сказав Огризко. 

Він наголосив, що буде проведене додаткове pe— 
тельне розслідування обставин поранення миро-- 
творців та загибелі одного з них у Косово. За 
словами міністра, МЗС постійно контактує 3 цього 
приводу з Секретаріатом ООН. 

Огризко також запевнив, що будуть шукатись нові 
шляхи i засоби для забезпечення безпеки україн-- 
ських миротворців. В тому числі в контексті B3a— 
ємодії з КЕОВ (миротворчі підрозділи, які діють в 
Косово за мандатом НАТО - УНІАН). 

Огризко також висловив співчуття родині загиб-- 


лого українського офіцера, наголосивши, що це 
непоправна втрата. 

Відповідаючи на запитання, міністр також додав, 
що є цілком нормальним, що в демократичній 
державі народні депутати порушують питання про 
виведення миротворців. "Це право депутатів, ста-- 
вити таке питання, а право інших - погоджуватися 
чине погоджуватися з тими чи іншими висновками", 
- додав Огризко. 


У полтавській лікарні стався вибух 
(УНІАН) ЗІ березня в першій половині дня в 
Полтавській обласній клінічній лікарні в приміщенні 
пральні пролунав вибух. Одна з жінок, що були там, 
загинула на місці, друга у тяжкому стані була до- 
ставлена в лікарню, де їй зробили операцію. За попе- 
редніми даними, в лікарні вибухнула працююча 
промислова пральна машина. В результаті з неї вир- 
валася центрифуга, якою і була вбита одна з жінок, 
а інша одержала серйозні каліцтва. 
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Telegdi slams immigration 
changes at UCC-APC meeting 


(UkrNews)—Proposed changes 
to the Immigration and Refugee Pro- 
tection Act, embedded in the 136- 
page budget-implementation bill the 
Tories tabled in the House of Com- 
mons last month will drastically al- 
ter it, says Kitchener-Waterloo Lib- 
eral MP Andrew Telegdi. 

Under Bill С-50 people who have 
fulfilled their visa requirements to 
come to Canada will no longer au- 
tomatically get their visas as under 
the current law, but will be subject 
to the minister’s discretion, Telegdi, 
who was in Edmonton for hearings 
of the Parliamentary Committee on 
Citizenship and Immigration, told 
the Board of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress — Alberta Provincial 
Council at their regular monthly 
meeting, April 1. 

“This is a change that’s going to 
take something that’s guaranteed by 
law and turn it into something that’s 
going to become a lottery,” he said. 

“Tt’s going to have a chill on pro- 
spective immigrants coming into 
this country because when you are 
an immigrant, you are going some- 
place else, you invest of yourself, 
emotionally physically and finan- 
cially and to the extent that you had 
guarantees before those guarantees 
disappear and the decisions are go- 
ing to be made by the minister, 
which translates it’s going to be 
made by the bureaucrats. It’s incred- 
ible.” 

Under the new legislation, the 
immigration minister would also 
have the authority to: 

¢ Limit the number of immigra- 
tion applications Canada accepts; 

» Deny admission to applicants 
already approved by immigration 

officers; 

¢ Block the entry of would-be 
immigrants “by category or other- 
wise”. 

A day earlier in the House of 
Commons, Liberal Leader Stéphane 
Dion said the government must al- 
low for an open and complete de- 
bate on the measures, reported CBC 
News. 

“Instead of presenting indepen- 
dent legislation, why are they try- 
ing tosneakthis change through the 
back door?” Dion asked. 

Dion also decried the proposed 
changes, saying they would give the 
immigration minister exorbitant 
powers to choose some immigrants 
while shutting the door completely 
on other candidates. 

The Liberals ensured the vote on 
Bill С-50, a confidence motion, did 
not bring down Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s government, but 
the bill must still be debated and sent 
to committee before returning to the 
House fora final vote. Both the Bloc 
Québécois and NDP voted against 
the bill. 

Harper responded by saying the 
measures were necessary to deal 
with a backlog of more than 800,000 
immigration applicants left over by 
the previous Liberal government. 

He said the backlogs made it 
harder to ensure the country’s 


Andrew Telegdi speaks to the UCC-APC Board. At left is UCC - APC 
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President Daria Luciw, in the centre is Edmonton-St. Albert Candidate 


Sam Sleiman. 


workforce needs were being met and 
called the five- and six-year delays 
some applicants face “unfair.” 

“That's why we made it a confi- 
dence motion ... and we appreciate 
the support of the Liberals,” Harper 
added. 

When asked about the Liberals 
supporting Conservatives on confi- 
dence motions by Ukrainian News 
during his meeting with UCC-APC, 
Telegdi admitted the party is in a di- 
lemma as to whether to go into an 
election they might lose and give 
Harper a majority government, or to 
wait for the right time. 

However, he added: "То me when 
you sit on your hands on all these 
issues going through, then you're 
never going to have the right time.” 

Telegdi said the Conservatives are 
strategic thinkers who look at the 
support the Action démocratique du 
Québec (ADQ) party got in the re- 
cent Quebec provincial election by 
“immigrant bashing” and “are play- 
ing to the forces that allowed the 
ADQ to rise to the extent that they 
had.” 

“These guys are strategic three- 
dimensional chess players. And we 
as the Liberals have been playing 
checkers,” he added. 

In the House of Commons, March 
31 New Democrat Deputy Leader 
Thomas Mulcair said the govern- 
ment had “stolen a page from the 
American playbook” and defied par- 
liamentary tradition by including the 
measures in the budget bill that “re- 
lied on the weakness” of the Liber- 
als. 

He also accused the Tories of try- 
ing to create a system where some 
nationalities will be excluded from 
Canada. 

Immigration Minister Diane 
Finley defended the changes, say- 
ing they would create a “stream- 
lined” system of handling appli- 
cants. 

“We need immigrants,” Finley 
said. “We need their talent.” 

In a press release issued April 2, 
Mulcair and NDP Citizenship and 
Immigration Critic Olivia Chow 
said they are demanding a vote in 
Parliament to strike down the 
changes. 

“The Harper budget is bad for 
Canada and the secret immigration 


Helicopter crashes in Black Sea 


(RFE/RL)—A helicopter belonging to the Ukrainian border service with 
13 military men and a civilian on board crashed on March 27 into the 
Black Sea, RFE/RL Ukrainian Service reported. 

Rescuers have recovered 13 bodies and the only survivor, a military 


man, has been hospitalized. 


changes are even worse,” said 
Chow. “We demand that the immi- 
gration section be removed and 
we're asking Parliament to help us 
get that done. I’ve heard from com- 
munities across Canada who are 
very upset that these changes were 
done without consultation, without 
any study, and they are rightfully 
fearful about what this means for 
them and their families.” 

“The Conservatives were ex- 
tremely tactless in making major 
changes to the Immigration Act in 
the budget bill. They simply can’t 
be trusted\” added Mulcair. “The 
NDP denounces this method and 
demands a change of direction from 
the government, so that Canadian 
values can prevail.” 

Mulcair and Chow announced 
that they will introduce a motion di- 
recting Parliament to remove the 
offensive section of the bill. 


Genocide question 
still up in the air 


(UkrNews)—The question of whether the Canadian government will 
recognize the 1932-33 Holodomor as an act of genocide against the people 
of Ukraine has not yet been decided, says Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime 
Bernier. 

“It’s a very important foreign policy question and I will have some dis- 
cussions in the near future with my colleagues, but I cannot tell you right 
now what will be the position of our government on that,” he said re- 
sponding to a question from Ukrainian News during his teleconference 
with Ukrainian Canadian media from the NATO summit in Bucharest, 
April 2. 

Ukraine has asked countries around the world to declare the 1932 fam- 
ine, in which an estimated 7 to 10 million Ukrainians were starved to 
death by Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, as an act of genocide. 

Several countries, including the United States and Ukraine, have for- 
mally recognized the Holodomor as genocide — a deliberate attempt to 
eliminate an ethnic group. 

Canada’s Senate in 2003 unanimously passed a resolution calling upon 
the Government of Canada to call the Holodomor a genocide. 

But during a commemoration of the 75" anniversary of the Holodomor 
on Parliament Hill, Nov. 29, 2007, Prime Minister Stephen Harper fell 
short of calling the famine a genocide. 

Formally, Canada refers to what happened as a “famine,” said a Harper 
spokesperson at that time. Another official said there are no plans to rec- 
ognize the deaths as a genocide, CP reported. 

Harper was asked to recognize the Holdomor as an act of genocide 
during a meeting with representatives of the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress in Ottawa the following day. 

“During our discussions, the Prime Minister demonstrated his under- 
standing of the enormity of the crime committed against the Ukrainian 
people,” stated UCC National President Paul Grod. “We asked that the 
Canadian Government through a unanimous Act of Parliament, recognize 
the Holodomor as a genocide against the Ukrainian people during this 
75th anniversary of the Holodomor.” 

Grod later told Ukrainian News that a Government Bill was preferable 
to a Private Member’s Bill because “it demonstrates that the Government 
of Canada is willing to advocate for this particular position.” 

Although a free vote in the House of Commons gives such an act the 
rule of law in that it is recognized as genocide by the parliament, intro- 
ducing it as a Government Bill shows the commitment of the executive 
branch of government, he explained. 

Grod added that the Prime Minister was not opposed to recognizing the 
Holodomor as genocide, but that the government still had to do some 
homework at their end. : 

“This is a critical juncture for our community. We have to ensure that 
we emphasize the importance of this, in meeting with all the members of 
parliament and emphasizing that they speak to the Prime Minister about 
this.” 
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змінює тактику? 


Тетяна Ярмощук, Радіо Свобода 

Відзахисту до наступу. Юлія Тимошенко 
намагається встановити контроль над 
ставлениками Президента на місцях. 

2 квітня вона заявила, що керівники дер-- 
жавних адміністрацій матимуть прозвіту-- 
вати перед урядом. 

Стаття 118 української Конституції mpo— 
голошує: голови місцевих адміністрацій 
призначаються та звільняються з посади 
Президентом за поданням Кабміну. А 
місцеві державні адміністрації підкон- 
трольні та підзвітні органам виконавчої 
влади вищого рівня. Однак це питання, після 
набрання чинності змін до Основного Закону 
викликало чимало суперечок між Президен-- 
том та Кабміном. Тільки цього року Прези-- 
дент видав 9 рішень, пов'язаних із призначен-- 
ням голів обласних і районних адміністрацій 
без відповідних представлень Кабміну. 

У часи прем'єрства Віктора Януковича 
тодішній керівник уряду не раз викликав 
керівників областей на «кабмінівський KU— 
лимок». За час другого прем'єрства Юлія 
Тимошенко вирішила це зробити вперше. 

«Достатньо було часу для того, щоб 
налагодити роботу i давати вже чіткий pe— 
зультат своєї діяльності. Я хочу попередити 
всіх керівників державних адміністрацій, в 
першу чергу обласних, щоб вони roTyBa— 
лися до таких звітів. Кожен показник їхньої 
роботи буде ретельно вивчений, 1 вони Oy— 
дуть запрошуватися на засіданні уряду для 
того, щоб провести двосторонню диску-- 
сію», - заявила Прем'єр-міністр України. 

Цією заявою Юлія Тимошенко жодним 
чином не перевищила своїх повноважень, 
каже політолог Тарас Березовець. Однак, 
за його словами, Прем'єр пішла у наступ, 1 
її дії обов'язково спричинять черговий 
шквал критики з боку Секретаріату Пре- 
зидента. 

«Буде різкою реакція з боку Секретарі- 


ату Президента, що він робив неодноразово 
і в минулому. Звичайно, що намагання 
Кабінету Міністрів якимось чином пере- 
орієнтувати на себе губернаторів, тим 
більше, з огляду на те, що закон про Ка- 
бінет Міністрів був поки ухвалений у 
першому читанні і до нього будуть вно- 
ситися правки, намагання тепер якимось 
чином компенсувати ці можливі втрати 
урядом будуть зустрічати негативну 
реакцію, як це було в минулому з боку 
Секретаріату Президента», - зазначив 
Тарас Березовець. 

Сам же конфлікт між Президентом та 
Прем'єром щодо контролю над керівни- 
ками адміністрацій є системним, він icHy— 
ватиме незалежно від прізвищ політиків, 
зауважив в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода по- 
літичний експерт Сергій Таран. Він вважає, 
що розв'язати його можна, лише змінивши 
Конституцію. 

Сергій Таран: «Мають бути чітко погод- 
жені повноваження між Прем'єром та 
Президентом, а по-друге, потрібно чітко 
розподілити повноваження між регіонами 
та центром, що теж дуже погано зроблено. 
У нас зараз бюджет формується не знизу 
догори, як це б мало бути у демократичній 
країні, а згоди донизу. Регіонам залиша-- 
ються рештки того, що залишиться, а pe— 
гіони б мали формувати свій бюджет 1 
віддавати нагору те, що залишилося. Тому 
саме інституційна неврегульованість між 
цими гілками влади зумовлює ситуацію 
постійного конфлікту, яка була i буде 
завжди, незалежно від того, хто б не був 
Прем'єром та Президентом». 

До речі, саме за результатами перевірки 
міжвідомчої робочої групи, уряд звернувся 
до Президента із проханням звільнити | 
столичного мера Леоніда Черновецького. 
А Верховна Рада ухвалила постанову про 
перевибори київської влади. 


Українсько-канадський 
бізнес-форум 


"Пошук нових можливостей для розвитку 
торгівлі, технологій та інвестицій" 


(Прес-служба Посольства України в 
Канаді)- -З 12 по 14 березня ц.р. Посол 
України в Канаді Ігор Осташ взяв участь в 
Українсько-канадському бізнес-форумі 
"Пошук нових можливостей для розвитку 
торгівлі, технологій та інвестицій", що 
проходив у Дніпропетровську та Києві. 

Проведення форуму було ініційовано Де- 
партаментом закордонних справ і міжна- 
родної торгівлі Канади. Головними органі- 
заторами саміту були торговий відділ 
Посольства Канади в Україні та Україн- 
ський науково-технологічний центр; у під- 
готовці даного заходу взяли участь Посоль- 
ство України в Канаді, Українсько-канад- 
ська торгова палата, Дніпропетровська 
Обласна державна адміністрація, інші 
організації. 

У форумі взяли участь понад 300 пред- 
ставників державних відомств, неурядових 
та інших організацій, державних підпри- 
ємств та приватних компаній України та 
Канади. До програми заходу було вклю- 
чено, зокрема, виступи послів обох країн, 
першого віце-президента Національної 
Академії наук України Анатолія Шпака, 
Генерального директора ДП КБ "Півден- 
He” Станіслава Конюхова, генерального 
директора компанії "Агро-Союз', ректора 
Національного аерокосмічного універси- 
тету (Харків) Володимира Кривцова, 


регіонального менеджера Корпорації 


розвитку експорту Канади Рода Левера, 
генерального директора Національної 
дослідницької ради Канади Тоні Рахіллі, 
глави представництва ЄБРР в Дніпро- 
петровську Олега Трикоза та представника 
штаб-квартири ЄБРР Андреа Кінга, 
президента Українсько-канадської торгової 
палати, президента компанії "Шелтон 
Канада" Зенона Потічного. 

Було проведено пленарні засідання та 
окремі сесії з наступної тематики: науково- 
технологічне співробітництво, аерокосміч- 
на промисловість; фінансування торгівлі та 
інвестиції; енергетика та захист навколиш- 
нього середовища; сільське господарство; 
будівництво та інфраструктура. Результати 
роботи сесій були представлені всім учас- 
никам бізнес-саміту на заключному засі- 
данні в Києві. 

Під час бізнес-форуму було підписано 
Угоду про співробітництво між Дніпропет- 
ровською торгово-промисловою палатою 
та Українсько-канадською торговою па- 
латою. Відповідно до угоди, сторони 
домовилися надавати сприяння розвитку 
торгівлі, інвестицій та науково-техно- 
логічного співробітництва шляхом обміну 
інформацією про законодавство та ринкові 
умови, можливості для торгівлі та інвес- 
тицій, а також через проведення виставок, 
семінарів, обміни делегаціями. 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, April 3 -16, 2008, З -16 квітня, 2008 


TO лія Тимошенко | Тимошенко підбила 


підсумки 100 днів 
діяльності уряду 


(УНІАН) Дії уряду спрямовані на noc— 
тупову інтеграцію України у світовий 
економічний і політичний простір. 

Як передає кореспондент УНІАН, про це 
заявила прем'єр-міністр України Юлія 
Тимошенко 26 березня на розширеному 
засіданні Кабінету Міністрів, присвяче-- 
ному підбиттю підсумків діяльності уряду 
за перші 100 днів перебування при владі. 

Тимошенко нагадала, що 5 лютого 2008 
року Генеральна рада СОТ ухвалила рішен 
ня про приєднання України до цієї орга- 
нізації. 

«Це той крок, який багато років не міг 
зробити жоден уряд», - сказала вона. 

Прем'єр-міністр також додала, що її уряд 
приступив до переговорів з Євросоюзом 
про створення зони вільної торгівлі, а 
також щодо тексту угоди про співпрацю з 
ee 

«Це дійсно той крок, який свідчить про 
те, що Україна почала інтегруватися у CBi— 
товий політичний і економічний простір. А 
це означає, що ми перестаємо займатися 1 
в економіці, і в політиці «хуторянством» i 
обмеженням самих себе, а станемо неві- 
д'ємною частиною нормального функціо-- 
нування світового організму», - наголосила 
Тимошенко. 

Тимошенко не виключає, що уряд BAKO— 
Hae Програму своєї діяльності «Українсь-- 
кий прорив для людей, а не політиків» ще 
до затвердження цього документу Верхов-- 
ною Радою. 

«Питання в тому, що ми два місяці тому 
програму передали до парламенту, і до 
сьогодні ця програма ще не затверджена — 
це говорить, що, на жаль, деякі органи 
влади живуть інтригами, а не бажанням 
принести своєму суспільству, Україні 
результат», - сказала Тимошенко. 

«Незважаючи на те, що за два місяці пар- 
ламент не спромігся затвердити програму, 
ми її вже практично виконуємо, 1, більше 
того, я думаю, що може так статися, що 
ми її виконаємо до того, як парламент буде 
здатен її прийняти», - сказала Тимошенко. 
Вона підкреслила, що уряд не зволікає 
жодного дня з виконанням програми 


«Український прорив», яка широко обго-- 
ворювалась у суспільстві. Вона запевнила, 
що уряд зосередився не на «тактичній 
суєті», а на стратегічних реформах. 

Тимошенко нагадала, що кожне міністер-- 
ство має п'ять пріоритетів, які передба- 
чають проведення структурних якісних 
реформ. 

Заїї словами, за три місяці уряд розробив 
концепції, законопроекти, причому деякі 
вже передані до ВР. 

Прем'єр переконана, що Україна буде 
готова до проведення Євро-2012.... 

Юлія Тимошенко заявляє, що в разі 
збалансованої реалізації Національної 
програми підготовки та проведення Євро- 
2012 Україна буде готова до цього заходу. 
«Щодо проведення в Україні Євро-2012 не 
було жодного ефективного та збалансова-- 
ного плану, жодного ефективно ухваленого 
рішення. За цей короткий час ми змогли 
підготувати збалансований план щодо 
цілей, засобів і фінансів», - сказала вона. 

Прем'єр-міністр нагадала, що націо- 
нальний план передбачає будівництво 
аеропортів, готелів і доріг. 

«Ми почали щодня його виконувати, і за 
умови збереження такої динаміки та тен- 
денції ми маємо всі підстави стверджувати, 
що Україна до такої події буде готова», - 
переконана вона. 

Тимошенко спростовує звинувачення 
опонентів у популістських діях її уряду. 

«Від окремих політичних сил, від 
окремих керівників, у тому числі і від 
опозиції, звучать такі звинувачення, що цей 
уряд займається популізмом, що цей уряд 
пропонує солодкі цукерки, але нічого 
реального не робить для того, щоб зростала 
економіка», - відзначила прем'єр. 

«Звичайно, опозиція має право крити-- 
кувати. Але я хочу нагадати, що всі полі- 
тичні сили йдуть на вибори лівими на пере-- 
конання, і в програмах обіцяють збільшен-- 
ня заробітних плат, повернення заощад- 
жень, збільшення робочих місць і таке 
інше. А коли приходять до влади, то чомусь 
забувають, що на вибори вони йшли з 
лівими 1 соціальними гаслами. 


Зовнішня політика 
Кабінету Тимошенко 


Тетяна Ярмощук, Радіо Свобода 

Київ, 27 березня 2008 - Кабінет Minic— 
трів Юлії Тимошенко уже відзвітував за 100 
днів роботи у економічній сфері. Сьогодні 
ж Прем'єр-міністр Юлія Тимошенко зус- 
трічатиметься з дипломатами. Чим же від- 
значилася робота цього уряду на міжна- 
родній арені? 

Поїздка до Брюсселю, газові домовле- 
ності у Москві, систематична критика щодо 
цього з боку Секретаріату Президента. Ці 
зовнішньополітичні питання варто відзна- 
чити у роботі Кабінету Міністрів Юлії Ти- 
мошенко. Найбільше ж досягнення цього 
уряду, на думку бютівця Олега Ляшка - це 
позиція у відносинах з Росією. 

«Саме за урядування Тимошенко увін-- 
чалася успіхом багатолітня епопея вступу 
України до СОТ, це перш за все. Друге - це 
те, що нинішній український уряд змусив 
рахуватися з собою навіть Кремль, який 
завжди вів себе зверхньо, 1 в газових пи-- 
таннях, i в газових, ів усіх інших питаннях. 
Думаю, що Тимошенко поставила їх на 
місце і таким чином відстояла інтереси 
країни», - сказав народний депутат Олег 
Ляшко. 

Представник парламентського комітету 
у закордонних справах, регіонал Тарас 
Чорновіл зазначив: «Фактично нічого не 
говориться про нормальну співпрацю з 


Альянсом, де ми дійсно маємо що 
запропонувати і можемо отримати вигоди 
і дійсно провести дуже серйозні інтег- 
раційні процеси. Замість цього знову все 
підмінено тільки темою членства. На основі 
цього ми не здобули жодних вигод: 
економічних, політичних, безпекових, які 
можна мати від співпраці з Альянсом. Мені 
здається, тут є дуже серйозні втрати уряду, 
i при чому не тільки складової, яка зале-- 
жить від Президента, міністра закордонних 
справ та міністра оборони, але й в першу 
чергу економічних міністрів». 

Не можна говорити про самостійність 
уряду у зовнішній політиці, зазначає дирек-- 
тор Центру миру, конверсії та зовнішньої 
політики Олександр Сушко. Однак, попри 
деякі неузгодженості, на міжнародній арені 
Президент та Прем'єр говорять в унісон: 

«Зберігаються певні конфліктні лінії між 
Президентом та Прем'єром. Але якщо у 
випадку з урядом Януковича конфліктною 
лінією переважно був західний напрямок, 
i небажання Януковича інтегруватися до 
НАТО, то у даному випадку йдеться про 
певний конфлікт Президента та Прем'єра 
на російському напрямку. Позитивом 
останніх 100 днів можна вважати те, що у 
більшості випадків Президент та Прем'єр 
говорять в унісон, говорять одним голосом 
на міжнародній арені», - сказав Сушко. 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, April З -16, 2008, З -16 квітня, 2008 


5 


NATO MAP for Ukraine delayed} Canada-Ukraine Friendship 


Cont. fromPage 1 
during a visit to Kyiv on April 1 that Washington wanted 
the two countries to move closer to the alliance. 

“We support [Membership Action Plan] for Ukraine 
and Georgia,” Bush said. “Helping Ukraine move to- 
ward NATO membership is in the interest of every 
member in the alliance and will help advance security 
and freedom in this region and around the world.” 

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper joined 
Bush in urging other leaders to support Ukraine’s re- 
quest to join NATO’s MAP, saying that bringing 
Ukraine into the alliance would accelerate the pace of 
democratic reform and economic development. 

“Ukraine has made great progress on democratiza- 
tion and in opening up its economy in recent years,” 
the prime minister said in a press release issued April 
2. “The country is on a path to a better future for its 
people, and I call upon our NATO partners to agree 
that we should keep Ukraine moving forward toward 
full membership in the alliance.” 

“Through its actions at home and abroad, Ukraine 
has demonstrated that it shares the values of Canada 
and our NATO allies,” Prime Minister Harper said. “The 
Ukrainian people naturally yearn for greater freedom, 
democracy and prosperity. Canada will do everything 


UCC commends Harper for 
backing Ukraine’s NATO bid 


(UCC National/UkrNews)— April 2 at the NATO 
Summit in Bucharest, Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
expressed Canada’s strong support for Ukraine to move 
towards membership in the NATO alliance. 

“The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) com- 
mends Prime Minister Harper for urging other leaders 
to support Ukraine’s request to join NATO’s Member- 
ship Action Plan,” stated Paul Grod, UCC’s National 
President. 

“T echo the Prime Minister’s words that Ukraine has 
made great progress on democratization and in open- 
ing up its economy in recent years, thereby demon- 
Strating that it shares the values of Canada and our 
NATO allies.” 

“The UCC has consistently urged the Government 
of Canada that bringing Ukraine into the alliance would 
accelerate its pace of democratic reform and economic 
development while strengthening geopolitical stabil- 
ity in the region. With these statements, Canada con- 
tinues to demonstrate its leadership in international 
arena. We encourage the Prime Minister and the Cana- 
dian delegation to continue interceding with those 
NATO allies who have not yet agreed to support 
Ukraine,’ he added. 


in its power to help Ukraine realize these aspirations, 
including backing its bid for NATO membership, as 
long as the country keeps making progress on demo- 
cratic reform and opening up its economy,” he added. 

In a teleconference from Bucharest with Ukrainian 
Canadian media on the evening of April 2, Canadian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime Bernier indicated 
there would be a lot of discussion on this issue during 
the night before the NATO Leaders’ Meeting April 3. 

“T think it will be a long night tonight and tomorrow 
morning and I hope we will have a consensus at the 
end, but you can count on us, you can count on Canada,” 
he said. 

“T cannot predict the final result, but I can tell you 
that we are all working very hard and I am going to 
speak with my counterparts tonight to explain our po- 
sition, to be sure that they understand — to be sure that 
they understand that this is important for our organiza- 
tion — our own organization,” he stressed. 

Participating in the teleconference were representa- 
tives of Ukrainian News, Winnipeg’s Ukrainian Voice, 
Toronto’s Ukrainian Echo and the Toronto Radio Pro- 
gram “Prometey”. 

In an interview with RFE/RL in Bucharest on the 
evening of April 3, Czech Foreign Minister Karel 
Schwarzenberg said Poland was “very important” role 
in securing the agreement on Georgia and Ukraine’s 
NATO bids. 

Schwarzenberg said Germany and the United States, 
who went into Bucharest in strict opposition over the 
MAP issue, hammered out an agreement early April 3 
that would have NATO foreign ministers decide on a 
MAP for Tbilisi and Kyiv in December. 

Schwarzenberg said the original text was “not as com- 
mitted to eventual membership” as the Czechs and Poles 
would have liked. Polish President Lech Kaczynski, 
however, pushed for a stronger NATO commitment to 
the two countries. 

Kaczynski’s stand, which,was supported by the 
Czechs and the Baltic States, led to a new document 
that included language about NATO’s commitment to 
eventual membership for Georgia and Ukraine. 

“Tt was very tough” for the Germans and the French, 
who were strongly opposed to the MAPs, 
Schwarzenberg said. “But they eventually agreed.” 

Robin Shepherd, the head of the Europe Program at 
the London-based Chatham House think tank, is attend- 
ing the Bucharest summit. He called the deal an “in- 
evitable compromise.” 

“Everybody can walk away with something from 
this,” he said. “The Americans have saved face because 
they’ve got a strong commitment to bring these coun- 
tries into NATO, and the Europeans can save face be- 
cause it didn’t actually happen at the summit.” 


What is a Membership Action Plan? 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—Georgia and Ukraine had their bids to 
obtain a Membership Action Plan (MAP) delayed on 
April 3 during the NATO summit. 

Although the MAP doesn’t guarantee future mem- 
bership, it de facto puts countries on track to joining 
the Western military alliance. So far, every country par- 
ticipating in the MAP has either joined the alliance or 
is expected to do so soon. 

So what precisely is a MAP? 

NATO launched the action plan in 1999 to help as- 
piring countries meet NATO standards and prepare for 
possible future membership. Its creation drew on the 
accession of the Czech Republic, Hungary, and Poland, 
which had joined NATO the same year. 

Nine countries were given MAPs in 1999 — Alba- 
nia, Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, 
Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia. All but two — Al- 
bania and Macedonia — went on to enter the NATO 
alliance during its next wave of expansion in 2004. 

NATO’s website describes the MAP as a “program 
of advice, assistance, and practical support” to coun- 
tries wishing to join the alliance. But what does it mean 
in practice for participating countries? 

“The MAP is a set of criteria that the country needs 
to fulfill to show its progress in the military reform 
process, but also in the general democratic and politi- 
cal development process,” explains Alastair Cameron, 
the head of the European Security Program at the Lon- 
don-based Royal United Services Institute for Defense 
and Security Studies. 

“Generally speaking, the reforms induced in the mili- 
tary field — in terms of bringing the military sector up 
to the standard of NATO existing member states — 
then benefit the wider social and political environment 
of that country,” Cameron adds. 

In the military sphere, MAP countries must both up- 
grade their military up to NATO standards and show proof 
that their armed forces are under democratic control. 

Participant countries are requested to settle any eth- 
nic or territorial disputes by peaceful means, demon- 


strate their commitment to human rights and the rule 
of law, and promote social justice and economic free- 
dom. 

MAP members should also guarantee that their do- 
mestic legislation doesn’t pose any hurdles in their co- 
operation with NATO. 

From NATO’s perspective, the MAP is chiefly a tool 
to ensure that entrants actually benefit the alliance and 
don’t merely reap the advantages of membership. 

The object of a MAP “‘is to direct countries to do 
those things that are going to be essential if they want 
to be effective allies — that is, producers, and not just 
consumers, of security,” says Robert Hunter, a former 
U.S. ambassador to NATO who currently heads the 
NATO-related nongovernmental Atlantic Treaty Asso- 
ciation and is a senior adviser for the U.S. RAND Cor- 
poration think tank. 

“Tt relates not just to what they do in their domestic 
politics and economics but to demonstrating that their 
military has gone through the kinds of reforms that are 
going to make it potentially a useful ally,” Hunter says. 

Each MAP is tailored to the applicant country’s in- 
dividual profile and varies in length. 

All of NATO’s new members and aspirants during 
the past 10 years have emerged from a separate alli- 
ance program, the Partnership for Peace, which was 
created in 1994 to smooth relations between the alli- 
ance and states in Europe and the former Soviet Union. 

There are currently 23 states in the Partnership for 
Peace, including Russia, Serbia, and all of the Central 
Asian states. Not all are destined, or even hoping, for 
NATO membership, but Hunter says the programs al- 
low every country to progress at its own pace: 

“Tt’s highly flexible. If a country is already well on 
the way though its membership in Partnership for Peace 
and other consultations with NATO, it can be relatively 
quick, a matter of a year or so,” he says. “Or it can be 
stretched out if a country is really not working as expe- 
ditiously as NATO would hope it would. In a way, it’s 
to create a buffer between where they are now and the 
actual decision to join NATO.” 


Chair applauds PM’s support 


(Office of Joy Smith)—April 2, MP Joy Smith, Chair of the Canada- 
Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group, applauded Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper as he expressed Canada’s strong support for Ukraine to 
move towards membership in the NATO alliance. Prime Minister Harper 
urged other leaders to support Ukraine’s request to join NATO’s Member- 
ship Action Plan. 

“As the Chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group, 
I am delighted to hear the Prime Minister’s support for Ukraine’s mem- 
bership as a full participant of NATO,” said MP Joy Smith. “The Ukrai- 
nian people have pursued greater freedom, democracy and prosperity. I 
believe Canada must do everything in its power to help Ukraine realize 
these aspirations, including backing its bid for NATO membership.” 

Canada has been a strong and consistent supporter of NATO enlarge- 
ment. Ukraine has made great progress on democratization and in open- 
ing up its economy in recent years. Bringing Ukraine into the alliance 
would accelerate the pace of democratic reform and economic develop- 
ment. 

Last December, Joy Smith, Member of Parliament for Kildonan-St. Paul, 
was elected Chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. 
The aim of the group is to provide a structure for the exchange of visits, 
information and ideas between Canadian parliamentarians and prominent 
representatives from Ukraine. 

Smith has served on the Executive Committee of the Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Friendship Group since being elected in 2004 and traveled 
to Ukraine during the historic Orange Revolution in 2004, to volunteer as 
an elections monitor. 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Alberta Provincial Council 


Is hiring for the position of 
Provincial Coordinator 


This individual is responsible for taking a strategic lead in the man- 
agement and development of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — 
Alberta Provincial Council in providing support to Ukrainian organi- 
zations and community members in Alberta as well as acting as an 
ambassador for the UCC-APC working with a broad range of stake- 
holder and external agencies to promote the work of the Congress. 


This individual reports directly to the Board of Directors of the UCC-APC. 


Qualifications 
¢ Self-starter, organized, able to work independently 
* Good writing and verbal communication skills; attentive to detail 
° Knowledge of the Ukrainian Community in Canada, particularly Alberta 
° Career interests in non-profit management, community development 
and project management 
¢ Proficiency in both English and Ukrainian languages, spoken and written 


A more detailed job description can be found on the website at www.uccab.ca 
Location: UCC-APC offices in Edmonton 

Application Deadline: April 15, 2008 

Salary: Commensurate with experience and in-keeping with the non-profit sector 


Please submit your resume and letter of interest to: 
UCC-APC 
#8, 8103 - 127 Avenue, Edmonton, AB Т5С 1R9 


For more information contact: 780-718-4739 е uccab@telusplanet.net 
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Call the government’s 
dare on immigration 


Appearing before the board of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — 
Alberta Provincial Council in Edmonton, April 1, Liberal MP Andrew 
Telegdi issued some dire warnings about the proposed changes to the Im- 
migration and Refugee Protection Act, which have been hidden within the 
budget implementation Bill С-50. 

These changes would give vast new powers to the Minister of Citizen- 
ship, including authority to: 

« Limit the number of immigration applications Canada accepts; 

» Deny admission to applicants already approved by immigration offic- 
ers; 

¢ Block the entry of would-be immigrants “by category or otherwise”. 

“This is a change that’s going to take something that’s guaranteed by 
law and turn it into something that’s going to become a lottery,” says 
Telegdi. 

He points out that giving such powers to the minister, effectively means 
giving them to the bureaucrats in the department. And the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian community should be quite concerned about the bureaucrats in the 
department of Citizenship and Immigration. After all, they are the ones 
who continually hound innocent Ukrainians under the unconstitutional 
Denaturalization and Deportation process. 

The Conservatives say that the changes are needed in order to fast track 
the immigration process because currently there is a backlog of 800,000 
potential immigrants within the system. 

Maybe so, but if the government is so concerned about the backlog in 
the system, why did they cut consular staff back in the summer of 2006? 

For example, in July and September 2006, three positions, or 30 per- 
cent of the immigration section in Kyiv were eliminated leaving a skeletal 
staff of seven. With tens of thousands of family ties between our two coun- 
tries this created unnecessary aggravations and added greatly to the back- 
log. Kyiv currently has the fourth longest processing time of any Cana- 
dian consular office in the world and the worst in Europe. In comparison 
with its neighbouring capitals, Kyiv’s processing time is twice what it is 
in Moscow and three times what it is in Warsaw. 

The answer to reducing this backlog, therefore, is not to take away the 
legal guaranties of potential immigrants and turn it into a purely political 
process — but to increase staffing at consular offices abroad. 

The other solution to the problem is to overhaul the current immigra- 
tion point system (for which, incidentally, the previous Liberal єоуегп- 
ment is to blame). Too much weight is given language requirements and 
higher education, while in many cases the higher education immigrants 
may have received in their own countries is not even acknowledged in 
Canada. Canada needs workers willing to put in their hard labour and 
effort in order to build a better home for their children. That is how 99 % 
of the first three waves of Ukrainian immigrants came to Canada. The 
kind of immigrants that built this country. If the current point system were 
in place when our ancestors came, 99% of us would not be living in Canada 
today. 

Typically, the Conservatives have drawn a line in the sand. They’ve 
made this a confidence motion daring the opposition Liberals to vote down 
the bill and force an election. 

Also typically, the Liberals have blustered and cried outrage, but voted 
with the government on First Reading because they want to sit back and 
wait until the time is right before bringing down the government. 

That’s how they let the draconian and unconstitutional security certifi- 
cates through. That’s how they failed to get Registered Education Savings 
Plan amendments, which would make higher education much more ac- 
cessible to middle and lower income families, passed. And now they’re 
about to do the same on changes, which would turn the immigration pro- 
cess into a purely political one. 

It’s time the Liberals stopped their bluster and stood up for their prin- 
ciples. There are some very legitimate arguments that can be made against 
many of the recent Tory initiatives. So take it to the people — and let the 
people decide. 


The Universality 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

Members of the Ukrainian community in Canada are 
unsure whether the proposed Canadian Museum of Hu- 
man Rights for Winnipeg will reflect human rights vio- 
lations central to the 1.2 million Ukrainian Canadian 
community. The internment of Ukrainian Canadians 
here during WWI has gained some recognition in re- 
cent years, however the Soviet government created 
Famine, Holodomor, which starved some 10 million 
Ukrainians as part of an ethnic cleansing policy had 
been suppressed by the Kremlin since 1933 and con- 
tinues to be unknown. 

The Ukrainian community is seeking appropriate 
treatment but many are wondering whether raising 
money now and waiting for inclusion later is the right 
way to go. The Famine, in particular, is at issue. Many 
view it as equal, if not worse to that perpetrated by the 
Nazis against the Jews, and believe that had there been 
appropriate punishment to the Communist crime, Hitler 
would not have dared to commit the Nazi atrocities 
some ten years later. They say that the time has come 
for the Famine to take its rightful place as a moral les- 
son for the entire world: evil begets evil unless justice 
and reconciliation occur. With respect to the Famine, 
this position has been underplayed and undervalued by 
most of the world for much too long. Recent calls for 
the Museum to resist considerations of “body counts” 
make it imperative to have well informed, strong rep- 
resentation as such statements constitute a clear and 
malicious undermining of a holocaust of 10 million 
people and must not be allowed to stand unchallenged. 

The Museum’s price tag is a hefty $265 million, plus 
$22 million in annual operating cost to be borne by 
donors and taxpayers. It goes far beyond the $20 mil- 
lion given by the Asper Foundation of Winnipeg. 

The idea of a human rights museum originated some 
ten years ago. The Jewish community proposed that its 
holocaust become part of the Museum of War in Ot- 
tawa. Canadian veterans objected. The Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress (UCC) Ottawa Branch, (I was its Presi- 
dent at the time) made representations to government 
and in main stream media seeking “inclusion and eq- 
шу", arguing that a Canadian tax-payer supported 
museum must not be exclusive to one group. 

The view prevailed. However, the Asper Foundation, 
interested in keeping the commemoration of the Jew- 
ish issue alive proposed the Winnipeg scenario. Re- 
calling the opposition to an exclusive treatment of the 
Jewish holocaust, the government sought a “buy-in’ 
from the Ukrainians and others. The UCC National was 
approached by the Foundation for support. It was 
granted with the proviso that Ukrainian human rights 
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violations — the internment of Canadians and the Fam- 
ine — be included. 

The UCC held that strong representation on various 
boards and committees of the Museum would assure 
proper treatment. The Museum’s Advisory Commit- 
tee, created last October, advises the Minister of Cana- 
dian Heritage on planning; scope and content; and, on 
its overall budgetary envelope. Comprising nine mem- 
bers, it’s the chief decision making body. There is nei- 
ther UCC representation nor any Ukrainian Canadians 
here. Furthermore, they appear to be absent from other 
working committees as well. There is one UCC repre- 
sentative on the Advisory Council — a 33 member 
body, more likely to deal with endorsements than policy 
or operations. Asper family members are in leadership 
roles on all or most of the structures. 

Despite under representation, the UCC launched the 
Holodomor Campaign last December to raise funds. 
Headed by Winnipeg’s business leader Leo Ledohowski 
of Canada Inns, it is his “hope” that Ukrainian issues 
will be memorialized there. Senator Raynell 
Andreychuk is the Honorary Chair. Before Ukrainian 
Canadians, or other fair minded taxpayers, feel com- 
fortable about contributing there are fundamentals that 
need to be addressed. 

First, Prime Minister Steven Harper needs to add 
Canada to the growing list of counties, United States 
and Poland included, recognizing the Famine genocide, 
a matter which he noticeably failed to do last fall. 

Second, citizens of Ukrainian decent here, and 
around the world, have a mission: to ensure equal treat- 
ment of their genocide dead. Lack of equitable treat- 
ment is discriminatory and not an option. 

Third, Canada has a global reputation as a human 
rights leader. To continue, it must ensure that a heinous 
crime, like the Famine, is recognized and treated fairly 
in the Museum. The Museum needs to take a lead in 
universal recognition of a past wrong, making the Fam- 
ine a central tenet in the argument that white washing 
such crimes simply leads to other grotesque abuses 
against humanity. 

If the Canadian Museum of Human Rights merely 
pays tribute to the Famine with a token exhibit, it will 
make Canada an accessory to the violation of human 
rights, an unthinkable perversion, given the stature of 
our country in advancing human rights in the world. 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn is the former Director of Com- 
munications, Canadian Human Rights Commission and 

former member of the UCC National Board. 


LUC ‘saddened’ by Bill C 394 defeat 


(UkrNews)—The League of Ukrainian Canadians 
(LUC), on behalf of its members, supporters and all 
those who signed the petition in support of Bill C 394, 
also known as “Once in a Lifetime”, says it is saddened 
by the fact that Canada’s major political parties could 
not find consensus on the issue of sponsoring families. 

“The League of Ukrainian Canadians expresses its 
disapproval over the treatment of this issue as “less im- 
portant, and reaffirms its support for Bill C 394 and for 
those individuals, who would like to sponsor their rela- 
tives but are not able to under the current law,” says 
the National Executive of the organization in a state- 
ment issued March 27 

LUC says it will continue to advocate sponsorship 
on behalf of Ukrainian families separated by unrea- 


sonable gaps in the current Canadian immigration sys- 
tem. 

“LUC sees the well-being of Ukrainian families as 
an indicator of the well-being of the Ukrainian com- 
munity in Canada, in general,” says the statement. 

As a result, LUC will continue to host an online ре- 
tition in support of Bill C-394 on its website, 
www.lucorg.com. 

LUC is aregistered non-profit organization dedicated 
to the continued growth and development of a prosper- 
ous Ukrainian community in Canada. It maintains 
strong ties with Non-Governmental Organizations in 
Canada and Ukraine, recognizing a strong interdepen- 
dency and the mutual benefit of communication and 
cooperation. 


Government praised for letting Odynsky stay 


Thank you for publishing Ukrainian BaWL 2007 in 
your fine bi-weekly. 

Regarding your comments disagreeing with my 
praise for Canada’s government allowing Mr. Wasyl 
Odynsky to remain here, I reiterate: he is staying, a 
positive government decision in the face of —and І 
can only surmise — enormous pressure from the Jew- 
ish lobby that wanted him expelled. Well done Canada! 

On the placement of the UCC and UCCLA on the 
Worst part of the ledger, I am glad to hear of their sub- 
sequent efforts to rectify a situation in which the Ukrai- 
nian community — with most internees during WWI 
— is receiving only a fraction of the money allocated 
to righting this wrong. Should additional money be- 
come available to our community, in addition to the $2 
million that was allocated out of the $25 million while 
the UCC and UCCLA were leading on this issue, rest 
assured this will be noted on the Best side of the Best 
and Worst List, hopefully in 2008. As things stand, the 
outcome was most disappointing. 

With warm regards, Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, 

Creator of the Ukrainian Best and Worst List 2007 


Letter to the Editor 


(Ed. Note)—We did not disagree with the praise 
given the Canadian government for allowing Wasyl 
Odynsky stay. In fact, we stated so in the May 30, 2007 
editorial following the decision, when we wrote: 

“What is noteworthy is that this does close the 
Odynsky and Katriuk files, unlike the liberal Gover- 
nor in Council’s 2002 decision to simply put Odynsky’s 
revocation on hold, which left his family in limbo. Now, 
at least, they can be grateful that their 10-year ordeal is 
finally over. But there is no acknowledgement that the 
men were innocent all along and that the government 
should not have gone after them in the first place.” 

What we disagreed with was the author’s statement 
that the government ensured the citizenship rights of 
Odynsky and Katriuk. The only way their citizenship 
rights will be ensured is if D and D is dropped as a 
policy and the Citizenship Act amended to make it com- 
pliant with the Charter of Rights. 
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Expansion talk rekindles old debate for Russia 


By Salome Asatiani 

(RFE/RL)—Russia has strongly 
voiced its opposition to the possi- 
bility of NATO’s taking steps toward 
including members of the former 
Soviet Union — in this case Geor- 
gia and Ukraine — during the 
alliance’s summit on April 2-4 in 
Bucharest. 

With the issue of expansion pro- 
voking new tensions, Russia and 
NATO now find themselves in much 
the same situation as they did in the 
90s, when the Atlantic alliance 
started considering how to bring 
former Warsaw Pact members into 
its fold, and in 2004, when the Bal- 
tic states joined NATO. 

In the days after Estonia, Latvia, 
and Lithuania officially joined 
NATO, four years ago this month, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
met in Moscow with the alliance’s 
secretary-general, Jaap de Hoop 
Scheffer. 

Putin was largely dismissive of 
the alliance’s expansion efforts. 
“Life proves that this mechanical en- 
largement [of NATO] does not help 
us respond effectively to the main 
threats we face today,” Putin said. 
“This expansion cannot and could 
not prevent the terror attacks in 
Madrid, nor help us resolve prob- 
lems in the reconstruction of Af- 


ghanistan.” 

But Putin skirted around the real- 
ity of life that irked Moscow the 
most — the Baltic states had suc- 
cessfully made the break from 
Russia’s sphere of influence, despite 
the Kremlin’s fierce objections. 

Now the current efforts of post- 
Soviet countries Ukraine and Geor- 
gia to join NATO are again being 
met with staunch resistance from 
Russia. And Moscow’s tactics ap- 
pear to fit well with the pattern of 
opposition it employed before 
former Soviet satellite states in Cen- 
tral Europe (Hungary, Poland, and 
the Czech Republic) first made the 
jump to NATO in 1999, and in 2004, 
when NATO touched even closer to 
home by inviting the Baltics and 
other former communist states (Ro- 
mania, Slovakia, Slovenia, and Bul- 
garia) to join. 

Andres Kasekamp, director of the 
Tallinn-based Estonian Foreign 
policy Institute, says Russia’s reac- 
tion toward NATO’s expansion in 
the Baltics “was very similar to the 
reaction we see today, when we are 
talking about extending the Mem- 
bership Action Plan to Georgia and 
Ukraine.” 

“From our perspective, it seems 
like the same sort of bluff that they 
have been using in their foreign 


policy to scare off the West all the 
time,” Kasekamp said. “This didn’t 
fortunately work in the case of the 
Baltic States, but still works rather 
effectively with some of our West- 
erm European friends.” 

Russian President-elect Dmitry 
Medvedev, for example, recently 
told the “Financial Times” that by 
extending membership offers to 
Ukraine or Georgia, NATO would 
cross a “red line” for Russia — a 
turn of phrase similar to those used 
before the Baltic accession. 

Kasekamp says Russia’s aggres- 
sive rhetoric has remained the same, 
citing Moscow’s references to “re- 
targeting Russian missiles to the 
Baltic States; or remilitarizing 
Kaliningrad; beefing up the number 
of troops, or ripping up the Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe Treaty — 
which they now have done, of 
course.” 

The highly charged rhetoric sub- 
sided soon after the Baltic states for- 
mally joined NATO. But today’s 
Russia may not repeat recent history. 
Fyodor І лікуапоу, editor of the jour- 
nal “Russia In Global Affairs,” says 
Europe would be wrong to assume 
that Russia’s bark is worse than its 
bite. 

"ТІ am aware that there is a certain 
viewpoint in Europe that says that, 


New parties to compete with 
each other and Tymoshenko 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)—A new pro-presidential 
party has been set up in Ukraine, and another one is 
about to be established. The two parties aim to replace 
Our Ukraine (NU), which President Viktor Yushchenko 
designed in 2005 as the main right-of-center party uni- 
fying all democratic pro-Western forces. No unifica- 
tion, however, has taken place, and the NU lost both 
the regular 2006 and the early 2007 parliamentary elec- 
tions to the Party of Regions (PRU) and the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc (BYT). 

The NU’s popularity, according to the most recent 
public opinion polls, is currently lower than even the 
13-14 percent that it scored in the two elections. What 
is more, the NU under the leadership of Vyacheslav 
Kyrylenko, who is young but probably too dogmatic 
and inflexible to rescue a party in crisis, has gradually 
been turning into a satellite of the senior government 
coalition partner, the BYT. Such a party is probably a 
liability rather than an asset to its honorary chairman 
President Yushchenko, who is expected to run for re- 
election in January 2010 against PRU leader Viktor 
Yanukovych and Tymoshenko. 

On March 27, United Center (YeTs), a newly estab- 
lished pro- Yushchenko party, held its first meeting in 
Kyiv. The party included several lawmakers who quit 
the NU in February at the same time as the chief of 
Yushchenko’s secretariat, Viktor Baloha, and NU 
founder Roman Bezsmertny, who is the secretariat’s 
deputy chief. YeTs is chaired by Thor Kril, a fierce critic 
of Tymoshenko and a long-time ally of Baloha. 

Baloha and Bezsmertny did not attend the meeting 
and are not formally members of YeTs. Kril told jour- 
nalists that Baloha had nothing to do with establishing 
the party but that he would be only happy if “strong 
people” like Baloha joined later. It is widely believed, 
however, that Baloha is behind YeTs, which is based 
on Hart (Hardness), a think-tank of Kril and Baloha. 
Hart was set up during the 2007 parliamentary elec- 
tion campaign, when Baloha managed the NU head- 
quarters; and after the campaign Hart reportedly re- 
cruited most of the analysts who worked at the NU HQ. 

Businessman Viktor Topolov, a former coal industry 
minister and member of YeTs, told Kommersant that 
the party was set up because NU leaders “have been 
thinking about their own goals, rather than about 
Ukraine, and they will hardly change”. Kril told 
Segodnya that YeTs’ main task was "Іо help the presi- 
dent implement his political program and support him 


in everything that he does.” Vadym Karasyov, a com- 
mentator close to the Yushchenko team, said that YeTs 
was established because NU leader Kyrylenko failed 
to set up a big pro- Yushchenko party. YeTs is also de- 
signed as a counterweight to a new party which Inte- 
rior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko is going to set up, said 
Karasyov. 

Lutsenko has announced that a new party will be es- 
tablished on the basis of his People’s Self-Defense bloc 
(NS). The NS is the junior partner of the NU in the Our 
Ukraine — People’s Self-Defense bloc (NUNS). The 
NS, which consists of three small parties, was set up 
ahead of the 2007 election by Lutsenko and business- 
man Davyd Zhvania. 

Lutsenko said that his new party would be a centrist 
force aimed to compete with the BYT. "1 will call on 
those who do not like our allies from the BYT to vote 
for a democratic alternative,’ Lutsenko told 
Kommersant. He said that his aim was to unify his party 
with NU in a strong single party “without traitors”. 

Unlike Baloha, Lutsenko probably does not coordi- 
nate his activities with Yushchenko, and he views YeTs 
as a nuisance rather than an ally pursuing the same goal 
of helping Yushchenko win re-election. Lutsenko be- 
lieves that YeTs is not a party but an “administrative 
tool” to back the political initiatives of the presidential 
secretariat. The teams of Lutsenko and Baloha do not 
trust each other. 

Lutsenko, like Kyrylenko, suspects that Baloha may 
set up an alliance with the PRU in order to defeat 
Tymoshenko in the upcoming election. As one of the 
leaders of the 2004 Orange Revolution, which saw the 
PRU and Yanukovych as the main enemies of democ- 
racy and which brought Yushchenko and Tymoshenko 
to power, Lutsenko rejects any cooperation with the PRU 
behind Tymoshenko’s back. This, however, prompts 
pragmatists from Yushchenko’s secretariat to suspect that 
Lutsenko may eventually side with Tymoshenko. 

The rivalry between Baloha’s YeTs and Lutsenko’s 
NS weakens the Yushchenko-Tymoshenko coalition, 
and it may even kill it, some insiders believe. Taras 
Stetskiv, one of the leaders of the NS, warned that those 
members of YeTs who were members of the NUNS 
caucus in parliament might quit the coalition. This could 
paralyze parliament, as the coalition controls just two 
more seats than are needed for a simple majority. 
Karasyov believes that NUNS may fall apart into three 
or four parties, rather than just YeTs and Lutsenko’s 


new party, 


“well, Russia was always against it. 
Russia was against Poland, Hun- 
gary, and the Czech Republic. Then 
it was against Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia’” joining NATO, Lukyanov 
said. “But in the end, it could not do 
anything, and was simply reconcil- 
ing with the inevitable — accepting 
the fact.” 

This time around, Lukyanov says, 
things might not be so straightfor- 
ward. 

Firstly, he says, Russia has strong 
cultural, linguistic, and ethnic ties 
with Ukraine — much stronger than 
with any other country that has 
sought integration in NATO. On top 
of this, Russia and Ukraine still 
maintain military-technological co- 
operation that dates back to Soviet 
times. Therefore, Moscow perceives 
the prospect of Ukraine’s incorpo- 
ration in NATO as particularly pain- 
ful. 

With regard to Georgia, Russia 
holds strong leverage in the form of 
the two breakaway republics that it 
backs, Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

Perhaps most importantly, 
Ілікуапоу notes, today’s Russia 
contrasts sharply with the weakened 
state it found itself in the 199075. “In 
general, this is a difficult compari- 
son, as the Russia of 1999, 2004, and 
2008 are slightly different coun- 
tries,” he said. “Now Russia behaves 
differently, it has different potential, 
and, what’s most important, the gen- 
eral [geopolitical] situation in the 
world, to put it mildly, is not the 
most positive one — which is not 
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GOOD NEWS FOR THE POLISH CANADIAN COMMUNITY 

Peter Goldring, Member of Parliament for Edmonton East and 
vice-chair of Parliament’s Canada-Poland Committee, was pleased 
to announce that Canada’s Conservative government has removed 
the travel restrictions requiring Polish citizens to obtain a visa to 


The Edmonton announcement was made March 1 at Mr. Goldring’s 
constituency office with 25 members from the Polish-Canadian com- 
munity and MLA Thomas Lukaszuk. Minister of Citizenship and Immi- 
gration Diane Finley made her announcement in Toronto the same day. 

“This is in keeping with Canada’s Conservative government's great 
initiative to be much more engaged throughout the world, facilitating 
improved trade and commerce,” Mr. Goldring states. The move makes 
traveling to Canada much easier for Polish friends and family of 
Canada’s substantial Polish Canadian diaspora. 

«І am especially pleased to have this come to fruition after several 
years of promoting the idea in Parliament while working extensively 
with central and eastern European countries for mutual benefit.” 

Visa restrictions have also been lifted for citizens of Slovakia, 
Lithuania and Hungary. In 2006 temporary resident visas were issued 
to 33,363 Polish citizens, 6,385 Hungarians, 3,780 Slovakians and 989 


“This is something that the 800,000 Canadians of Polish ancestry 
have been calling for,” Mr. Goldring states. “It will certainly benefit 
family and business travel between our two countries and recognizes 
the long and historical partnership between them.” 

The move makes sense, Mr. Goldring says, since Poland is Canada’s 
largest trading partner in Central and Eastern Europe, with more than 
51.2 billion in annual trade between the two countries. “It is also a 
country with shared values,” he points out, “a member of the European 


There are about 70,000 people of Polish ancestry in Edmonton, giv- 
ing the city the largest Polish Canadian community outside Ontario. 
Visa-free status for Poland and the other three countries takes effect 
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because of Russia’s politics.” 

Some Western European states 
appear reluctant to irritate a resur- 
gent Russia. France and Germany, 
for example, have argued that the 
time is wrong to offer Kyiv or Tbilisi 
a Membership Action Plan — a key 
step toward eventual NATO mem- 
bership — at the alliance’s annual 
summit April 2-4. 

As Estonian analyst Kasekamp 
notes, both Russia and Western Eu- 
ropean powers are keenly aware of 
Russia’s newfound leverage. 

“Russia has been very fortunate 
with the high price of oil, and the 
fact that the United States and the 
Western Europeans, because of the 
Iraq was, have been split,” 
Kasekamp said. “And the U.S. has 
been preoccupied with its mess in 
Iraq. So, in other words, that has 
given Russia room to maneuver, and 
to play a more important role on the 
world stage again.” 

However, Kasekamp sees little 
that Russia can, or will, do to stop 
sovereign states from joining 
NATO. 

“We should not really be worried 
about them wanting to do anything 
dramatic, or drastic, because most 
of the Russian elite have bank ac- 
counts in the West, and are very in- 
terested in the affluent life which 
their oil and gas reserves provide 
them,” he said. “So I don’t think that 
Russia is actually interested in anew 
Cold War as such — even though 
the rhetoric seems to be going in that 
direction.” 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


oldring.ca 


Небувала зустріч 


Добровольці з Канади проекту 
Help Us help The Children Канад-- 
ського Фонду Дітям Чорнобиля 15 
літ надавали поміч, опіку сиріт- 
ським закладам в Україні. 

З 1993 р. "Нове Покоління" про- 
фесіоналістів, студентів, членів 
молодіжних організацій "Пласт", 
СУМ, ОДУМ з допомогою укра- 
їнсько-канадської громади турбу- 
валися дітьми-сиротами України. 

З цієї нагоди діти-сироти, 
виховники, добровольці з України 
загостили до Канади, щоб від імені 
тисяч сиріт подякувати кандсько- 
українській спільноті за добрі 
діла. 

Добровольці проекту вирішили 
відмітити історичну дату гумані- 
тарного проекту, розглядаючи 
процес праці за кличем "Будьмо 
разом". 

Отже, створили комітет "Тала- 
Зустрічі" і запрацювали енергійно 
у творчій атмосфері. Життя дарує 
зустрічі не просто, - а це було 
духовне єднання. 

Сьогодні члени проекту - доб- 
ровольці дякують усім, хто під- 
тримав їх задуми морально 1 
фінансово. Нашим гостям з Укра- 
їни українські авіалінії "АероСвіт" 
подарували безкоштовний переліт 
з України в Канаду. Адміністрація 
Ніагара Фолз надала вільний 
вступ на оглядини Ніагарського 
водоспаду. Управа музею “ROM” 
надала гостям можливість без- 
коштовно відвідати музей і гос- 


тила полуденком. Також CN вежа . 


надала безкоштовні оглядини 
міста. Гостили дітей інститут св. 
Володимира і ресторан "Золотий 
Лев". 

Діти та виховники відвідали 
чотири цілоденні україномовні 
школи в Торонто: св. Софії, 
Кардинала Йосипа Сліпого, св. 
Димитрія, св. Йосафата, побу- 
вали в українських церквах в Ніа- 
гарі, Сейнт Кетерінс та в Торонто. 

Гості та діти перебували по 
родинах нашої громади. Саме ці 
родини своїм добродійством 
скріпили у гостей почуття того, 
що де б ми не жили - нас єднає 
любов до рідного народу. 

Відтак відбулася зустріч, на яку 
прибуло 500 осіб, 1 березня. 
Програма дарувала урочистий 
настрій усім присутнім. Гості та 


організатори раділи, що наші 
Владики у цей вечір були з 
присутніми — новим поколінням. 

Голова підготовчого комітету 
Емілія Стельмах відкрила вечір i 
привітала Владик та усіх 
присутніх. Попросила Владику 
Степана, Епископа Торонто та 
Східної Канади до благословення 
трапези 1 спільної молитви. 

Програму імпрези дуже гарно, 
вміло, двомовно проводила Оля 
Щурик. Святкова програма молоді 
i дітвори була продиктована ці-- 
каво, приємно та творила родинну 
атмосферу єднання. 

Це був доказ того, що наші ви- 
ховники працюють з молоддю над 
збереженням нашої культурної 
спадщини. Присутнім запам'ята-- 
лись чудові дитячі виступи: дек- 
ламація маленького хлопчини, 
спів дівчинки, танці, - здавалося, 
що вони вкладають всю душу у 
свої виступи. Виступаючи, вони 
сіяли зерно подяки за добрі діла 
та віддзеркалювали плоди своєї 
праці. 

Із святковим словом виступив 
знаний канадський журналіст 
Віктор Малярек, котрий поділив-- 
ся своїми спостереженням, коли 
відвідував сиротинці в Україні. 

В ході програми виступив 
Міністр у справах молоді, сім'ї та 
спорту України - Юрій Павленко. 
Він вказав на багатогранну працю 
добровольців-кандаців проекту 
допомоги дітям у потребі. Під- 
креслив, що у канадських добро-- 
вольців живе могутній голос віри 
i дії. 

Своєю оцінкою підтвердив, що 
у Ворохті на кожнорічних зус- 
трічах виховників вишкільних 
програм проходить виміна думок. 
Завдяки створенню таборів для 
дітей-сиріт в Україні прийшло 
пробудження в законодавстві у 
відношенні до дітей-сиріт. Знаючи 
потреби молоді сьогодення, він 
своїм словом збудував у присутніх 
почування взаєморозуміння 
завдань та ясну мету праці. 

Міністр є надзвичайно сильною 
особистістю - дай нам Боже ще 
більше таких людей для служби 
українському народові. Він вру- 
чив відзначення добровольцям 
проекту від Міністерства України 
та головним спонсорам. 
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ФОТО -- ІВАНКА СІЛЬКОВСЬКА 
Виступ дітей з Нікопольської школи-інтернату "Гармонія". 


В ході програми з подякою yK— 
раїнській громаді виступила ко-- 
ординатор проекту Руслана 
Вжесневська. Вона сказала, що 
програмою їх проекту старались 
по-можливості, охопити всі об-- 
ласті України. Підкреслила їх віру 
до завдань проекту. Саме їхня 
дружність, відвага, щирість стали 
їх дороговказом. А найважніше — 
канадсько-українська спільнота 
повірила у мету та завдання їх 
проекту. 

Довіра української громади 
зміцнила у них віру в себе, у пра- 
цю доброго діла, допомогла їм 
подолати всі труди організацій - 
ного життя проекту. Також пані 
Руслана сказала, що віра у власні 
сили за будь-яких умов навчила 
усіх плекати цінності христи- 
янсько-національної любові. 
Наголосила, що одним із важ- 
ливих завдань є виховання нашої 
молоді у релігійно-національному 
дусі, яка стане активним і успіш - 
ним членом нашого народу. 

Сьогодні дякуємо українській 
громаді, родинам, церкві, громад-- 
ським організаціям, фінансовим 
установам, підприємствам, канад-- 
ським фірмам та канадському 
уряду за зрозуміння наших 
завдань 

Особлива подяка довголітнім 
спонсорам панові Костянтину 
Темертею та панові Євгену Мель-- 


| Liberty; 


and 


ФОТО — JIKOBOMUP ТЯЖКИЙ 


Зліва на право: Костянтин Темертей, Юрій Павленко, Руслана 
Вжесневська, Посол України до Канади Ггор Осташ. 


нику, котрі і сьогодні причинилися 
до успішної гостинності наших 
дорогих земляків. 

"Гала-Зустріч" пройшла уро- 
чисто, із великим успіхом i стала 
стежкою до подальших наших 
виховних здобутків. 

Святковий вечір завершив мо- 
литвою і благословенням з 
любов'ю у Христі Архієпископ 
Східної Епархії Владика Юрій. 

Присутні мали нагоду прова- 
дити дружні розмови і пригляда- 
тися до виступу козаків. Все це 


створювало по-рідному дружню 
атмосферу та додавало урочис- 
того настрою. Присутній дирек- 
тор Нікопольської школи- 
інтернату "Гармонія" Станіслав 
Клінг радів поїздкою в Канаду, що 
допоможе виховникам у праці 
виховання молодої творчої 
людини. 

Організатори виявили щиру 
вдячність всім, хто брав участь у 
"Гала-Зустрічі", тому що всіх 
єднає любов до рідного народу. 

Присутня 


«Від щирого Серця» 


Оля Курій, вчителька 1-го класу 
«Від Щирого Серця» - цей вис- 
лів дуже часто виринає з дитячих 
yer i уст дорослих, як вираз вдяч-- 
ності. Щирий - це той, хто прямо 
і чистосердечно виражає свої по- 
чуття й думки. Щира людина - це 
людина, сповнена ласки й душев- 
ності. Щира дитиня - це дитина, 
яка бажє чинити тільки добро. 

Такими щирими дітьми є учні 
української двомовної школи 
святого Мартина. 

Щорічно вже на протязі шести 
років Батьківський Комітет орга - 
нізовує проект під назвою «Від 
Щирого Серця». Цей проект - це 
допомога дітям - сиротам та бід- 
ним дітям, які проживають у си- 
рітських будинках у різних куточ-- 
ках України: у Львові, Стрию, 
Коломиї, Івано-Франківську, Він- 
ниці, Бережанах, Дрогобичі, 
Золочеві та Червонограді. 

Цього року, як і кожного року, 
учні нашої школи з нетерпінням 
чекали цього дня. I ось він знову 
успішно здійснився. 140 учнів у 
школі святого Мартина - 140 па- 
кетів - дарунків, наповнених 
шкільним приладдям, книгами, 


солодощами, цукерками, жувач- 
ками та одягом для хлопців та дів - 
чат віком від 5 до 12 років чекали 
у спортивному залі на відправ- 
лення в Україну. Учні приносили 
пакети наповнені до такого рівня, 
що неможливо було їх закрити. 

Підчас уроків Релігії та Україн- 
ської мови учні від передшкілля до 
6 класу написали свої особисті 
листи в українській мові та на- 
малювали рисунки для кожної 
дитини-сироти і поклали у свої 
пакети-подарунки. У своїх листах 
учні описали про себе, свою шко-- 
лу, про своє місто й просили Бога, 
щоб благословив дітей-сиріт і 
тримав їх в опіці. 

Учням нашої школи подобаєть-- 
ся цей проект, бо вони свідомо 
розуміють і знають, що своїм 
невеличким простим подарунком 
та листом від щирого серця вони 
досягнуть до щирих серць їхніх 
друзів-сиріт в Україні і тим самим 
розвеселять їх і зміцнять їхні надії. 

Також важливим моментом був 
візит пані Віри Ошуст, яка розпо- 
віла учням про проект «Міст На- 
дії» 1 показала усім відео-кліп, в 
якому усі присутні мали можли- 


Учні першої класи пані Олі Курій підготовляють пакети. 


вість побачити сирітські будинки 
та дітей, які звеликою усмішкою 
на обличчі енергійно відкривали 
пакети- подарунки з Канади. Учні 
нашої школи були дуже раді, що 
діти-сироти в Україні отримали 


їхні пожертвування. 

На закінчення, Голова Батьків- 
ського Комітету школи святого 
Мартина, пані Варвара Венгренюк 
подякувала усім учням та батькам 
за участь у цьому проекті i наго-- 


лосила: «Я вважаю і знаю точно, 
що проект «Від Щирого Серця» 
повчає наших дітей найбільшої 
вартісної справи в житті — це до- 
помоги іншим дітям, які нужда-- 
ються у їхній підтримці». 
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Bush visits Ukraine 


Cont. fromPage 1 


sponsibility for security policy is the best re- 
sponse to the challenges existing in society 
and system of international coordinates”. 

Bush, in an interview with German daily 
newspaper Die Welt published March 31, said 
Ukraine and Georgia should be given a “clear 
prospect” of joining NATO. 

White House National Security Advisor 


"А Kingdom Reborn” 
greeted with rapture 


(UkrNews)— Audience members reacted 
with rapture to a screening of “A Kingdom 
Reborn: Treasures From Ukrainian Galicia” 
at the Ukrainian National Federation Hall 
(UNF) in Edmonton, March 28. 

“This was an eye-opener,’ remarked audi- 
ence member Chester Kuc. 

The 50-minute documentary, which was 
shown in its English version during the 
screening presented by the UNF and the 
Ukrainian Women’s organization (UWO,) 
focuses on the history, art and culture of the 
Halychyna (more commonly known by its 
Latin name of Galicia) region of Western 
Ukraine 

According to writer Peter Bejger, and pro- 
ducer Dani Stodilka, this is not only the first 
English-language documentary on Lviv and 


LARS 


PHOTO — OSTAP LOZYNSKY 
The Archangel Michael, painted by Yov 
Kondzelevych (an orthodox monk who com- 
pleted the iconostas in his early 20s) from the 
National Museum in Lviv. It is comes from 
the Maniavsky Monastery. This iconostas had 
quite the turbulent history. Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky rescued the piece from 
Polish possession. Prior to this it was taken 
to Austria. Connoisseurs are equating 
Kondzelevych to the Italian Rennaissance 
artist Raphael. 


Stephen Hadley said these countries are not 
asking to immediately become part of NATO, 
but rather to initiate a process that will pre- 
pare them for membership, according to the 
Voice of America report. He said that process 
could take years. 

“What we have learned in our experience 
in Central and Eastern Europe is that [the 


Cont. on Page 11 


Above: President Bush and Laura Bush pose for a photo with President Yushchenko Kateryna 
Yushchenko and the Credo Chamber Choir after a musical performance at St. Sophia’s Ca- 
thedral in Kyiv. Below: The president are greeted by children before touring St. Sophia. 


- 


western Ukraine, but the first in any major 
Western language. 
“The film’s approach is both fresh and star- 


tling. We also hope it will be an important кан | і | 
contribution to documentary archives world- Я ‘Tae ee і ae 
wide,” they say. і робо волю — co 


“Long subject to historic narratives im- 
posed by foreign conquerors, the Ukrainians 
of Galicia finally tell their own history of 
Galiciain this revelatory film,” adds Bejg 

When asked following the screening 
whether the team had approached any major 
networks for broadcasting the film, Stodilka 
said they had but could not elaborate since 
they are currently in the negotiation stages. 

Ukraine’s cultural history — still an undis- 
covered treasure for international audiences 
— has frequently been ignored or submerged 
within the narratives of past imperial masters. 
Ukraine’s independence, and the consequent 
accessibility of many sites and resources al- 
low a new depiction of the master arc of 
Ukrainian creativity. 

AKingdom Rebom: Treasures from Ukrai- 
nian Galicia brings to life one of the legend- 
ary cities and regions of Central Europe. 
Called variously Leopoli, Lemberg, Lwow, 
Lvov and now the city of Lviv, the subject of 
this program 15 a striking fairy tale metropo- | | 
lis. It is a cultural crossroad that is known in | Ди 
its Latin incarnation as Civitas Leonis, or the 
“City of the Lion”— a name bestowed in| М 
honor of its first Ruthenian (Rusyn) medieval | | 
tuler Prince Lev, or “the Lion.” This city is || 
the capital of a legendary principality called | и 
Galicia, whose architectural monuments and | § 
artistic treasures offer an exquisite blending | МИ 
of the Byzantine and Latin aesthetic. | 

Galicia today faces new challenges as it sits | | 
astride the demarcation line between the || 
newly expanded European Union and those | М 
orphaned outside. As Lviv was transformed | ни 
from a Ruthenian princely seat to a Polish | и 
royal city, from Austrian crownland capital | | 
to once again a Polish regional center, then to | | 
a captive city in the Nazi and Soviet empires, | | 
and finally to the heart of Ukrainian identity | | 
and European aspirations, national memory | МИ 
and civic identity were contested and recre- 
ated. 

This work presents Lviv and its cityscape, 
and the region’s myths, legends and artistic 
achievements, as constantly shifting arenas 
where diverse and complex identities evolved 
and now face specific challenges in the 21st 
century. This process has created a stunning 
visual legacy. 

The soundtrack features rediscovered texts 
of old Ukrainian music as well as contempo- 
tary works by Myroslav Skoryk — a герег- 
toire that will be a revelation to listeners. The 
film also reflects the brilliant Armenian, Jew- 
ish, Austrian and Polish contributions to the 
artistic and architectural heritage of Galicia. 
The spine of program, narrated in English by 
Maggie Huculak and in Ukrainian by Lesya 
Bonkovska, follows the region’s contribution 
to the broader European cultural patrimony. 
Interviews with museum curators, historians 
and iconographers who offer an alluring es- 
prit de clocher, a strong sense of local iden- 
tity and worldview, reveal hidden jewels that 
have miraculously survived repeated wars and 
disasters. 

Stodilka said there are also plans to trans- 
lated into many different languages, stress- 
ing it is very important to have it subtitled in 
Russian for the benefit of Eastern Ukraini- 
ans. 


Y вистаєції також приймають участь студенти мистецької студіз Sapa 
но о а 
ADMISSION-DONATION. Proceeds from the exhibition will go to the cuitural & educations} programs of the UNF 
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«Вощадь» Федора Одрача в |(350-річчя перемоги гетьмана Івана 
Виговського у Конотопській битві 


англійській мові! 


Оксана Бризгун - Соколик 

Вже багато років проминуло від часу, як ми прощали в останню 
мандрівку письменника св. п. Федора Одрача. Несподівано відійшов 
від нас 7-го жовтня 1964 року, скінчивши тільки 52 роки свого 
творчого життя. 

Залишив багато друкованих творів, як «Півстанок за селом», «Поки- 
нута оселя», «Щебетун», «На непевному грунті», «В дорозі» та інші. 
Залишив також рукопис першої частини задуманої трилогії «Вощадь». 
Вшановуючи 5-ту річницю смерти письменника в Торонті, створився 
«Комітет Видання Повісти Вощадь», головою якого був Ярослав Со- 
колик. Після довгої праці комітет приєднав біля 400 передплатників, 
що уможливило друк книги. І так у травні 1972 р., на радість дружини 
Кляри та донечок Рути та Ерми «Вощадь» побачила світ. 

У передмові д-р Олександра Копач написала: «У своїй творчості 
Федір Одрач підніс дві ідеї: історичну --суто українську та психологічну 
- загальнолюдську. У літературі включив наше насильно відірване 
Полісся в духову сферу України. Ця прадідна земля нашої батьківщини 
відносно слабо зображена в літературній творчості...» 

Сьогодні англомовний читач має змогу познайомитися з творчістю 
Федора Одрача. У блискучому перекладі його доні Ерми появилася 
«Вощадь» цього року у видавництві Academy Chicago Publishers 3 
назвою “Wave of Terror’. Читається легко, зі зацікавленням, хочеться 
її прочитати «одним душком». 

Рецензент Sam Munson кінчає рецензію словами: Theodore Odrach 
is that rare thing, a political novelist who is also an artist of the first rank”. 

Вступну статтю до книги написав Terry Rigerhof, рецензент книжок 
для Globe and Mail. Там зі зворушеннам читаємо про родинне життя 
письменника, де звук друкарської машинки наповнював вечорі 
дитинства Ерми...». 

У свойому «Слові перекладача» Ерма цікаво розказує про своє 
знайомство з творчістю батька: «...Помалу, але певно сторінки його 
книжок стали оживати... Там були живі люди, великі панорами, 
творилася історія. І в короткому часі я опинилая в полоні цих творів. 
Одного дня я взяла перо в руки та зачала бавитися зі словами думаючи 
як би вони звучали в англійській мові. І зовсім несподіваючись, я стала 
перекладати його трови....». 

Не один український письменник був би щасливим, як би його 
зустріла доля Федора Одрача. Бо його доня, Ерма Одрач, перекладає 
його твори дуже добре і вже довший час. Її перший переклад «Свідок» 
- “The Witness” був друкований в The Antigonish Review, Saint Francis 
Xavier University, М.В. Потім “Haunted Hotspring” - «Заворожена 
Криниця» в книзі “Translation - The Journal of Literary Translations” 
volume XVII Fall 1986. 

Поміж рукописами Ерма знайшла оповідання про УПА без заголовку. 
Переложила його та назвала “The Night before Christmas” і воно 
опинилось в Penguin Book of Christmas Stories 2005, редактор Alberto 
Mangel. Тепер це оповідання, автобіографічне — як згадує T. Рігергоф у 
передмові, з англійської перекладеться на корейську мову! А за «Пів- 
станок за селом» “Whistlestop and other stories” Ерма Одрач дістала 
відзначення за переклад від Колюмбійського Університету в Ню Йорку. 

Радіємо, що великий твір «Вощадь» знаходиться на поличках 
англомовної літератури. Так мало наших цінних творів є перек- 
ладеними на інші мови. Неукраїномовні читачі таку малу мають змогу 
познайомитися з нашою літературою. А похвалитися би ми мали чим! 
То ж «Вощадь» - це великий успіх! 


А.І. Stars Realty Ltd. 
312 Saddleback Rd. 
Edmonton, AB T6J 487 
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Available 24/7 
Cel: (780) 995-3426 
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Invest in the Future Ukrainian Scholarship - 
Support the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом 


Канадського інституту українських студій 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 450 Athabasca Hall 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2Е8 
Tel: 780.492.2972; Fax: 780.492.4967; 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 


(Прес-служба Посольства України в Канаді) -11 
березня 2008 року Президент України підписав Указ 
2207/2008 "Про відзначення 350-річчя перемоги 
війська під проводом гетьмана України Івана Вигов- 
ського у Конотопській битві". 

Конотопська битва або Соснівська битва (27-29 
червня 1659 р.) - битва між московським військом і 
військами Їетьмана Івана Виговського та Кримської 
Орди біля міста Конотопа (нині Сумська область). 

Ця битва відбулася під час того періоду україн- 
ської історії, яку прийнято називати Руїною - добою 
по смерті Богдана Хмельницького, часу відвертої 
громадянської війни, інтервенції сусідів України і 
подальшого знищення залишків надбань минулих 
років визвольної війни. Протиріччя між Москов- 
ським урядом, який після смерті Хмельницького 
посилив своє втручання в справи Гетьманщини 
продовжували загострюватися. 

З приходом до влади нового гетьмана Івана 
Виговського московські воєводи в багатьох містах, 
i зокрема в Києві, почали відкрито підтримувати 
українську опозицію Виговського i фактично 
сприяли загостренню громадянської війни в Україні. 
В цих умовах Виговський був вимушений укласти 
Гадяцький договір 1658 р., за яким Україна отри-- 
мувала рівноправне місце в Речі Посполитій поряд 
з Польщею та Литвою, заборонялася Унія та гаран-- 
тувалися права Православної Церкви. 

Після цього уряд Московії перейшов від підбу- 
рювання громадянської війни до відкритого зброй- 
ного вторгнення в Україну восени 1658 року. З'єд- 
навшись з ворогами Виговського - Безпалим, осаву- 
лом Вороньком та запорожцями кошового Бара- 
баша, армія Г. Ромадановського захопила низку 
українських міст і по звірячому вирізала не тільки 
прихильників гетьмана, але також і грабувала мирне 
населення. Літописець того часу так описує погра- 
бування Ромадановським Конотопа: 

"Він, зустрів процесією від громадян міста, помо- 
лився і перехрестився перед ними по-християнськи, 
але пограбував місто i його мешканців по-татарськи 
і сказав "що: винуватого Бог знайде, а війська треба 
потішити і нагородити за праці, в поході понесені". 

Така поведінка московського війська схиляла на 
бік Виговського все більше цивільного населення, 
козаків. Тим часом велика Московська армія (більш 
ніж 150,000 осіб) на чолі з Олексієм Трубецьким 
почала вторгнення в Україну на допомогу Рома- 
дановському навесні 1659 року. До московського 
війська приєдналися деякі козаки - вороги Вигов- 
ського в громадянській війні - - на чолі з новоприз-- 
наченим московітами «гетьманом» Безпалим. За 
деякий час загін Ніжинського полковника Гуляниць - 
кого напав на обоз армії Трубецького та, відступа- 
ючи, зненацька захопив м. Конотоп. Незважаючи 
на погрози та умовляння зрадити Виговського, 
Гуляницький відмовлявся та з чотирьохтисячним 
загоном козаків боронив Конотопську фортецю. 
Велика московська армія вирішила захопити Коно-- 
топ перед тим, як просуватися далі вглиб України. 
Облога Конотопа почалася 21 квітня 1659 року. 

Перша спроба захопити Конотоп приступом була 
невдалою. Укріплення Конотопа були досить міц- 
ними, до того ж фортецю в багатьох місцях оточу-- 
вали болота, що заважало використовувати важку 
кавалерію та артилерію близько від міста. О п'ятій 
годині ранку 21 квітня, після молебню, князь 
Трубецькой почав приступ; місто обстріляли з 
гармат, почався бій. Деяким московським загонам 
вдалося вдертися в фортецю, але козаки Г. Гуля- 
ницького мужньо боронилися та вибили загарбників 
з міста з великими втратами. 

Після такого фіаско Трубецькой вже не нава- 
жувався йти на прямий присуп, а натомість продов- 
жував обстріл міста з гармат та почав засипати 
землею рів. Проте вночі козаки використовували 
той грунт для укріплення валів фортеці і робили 
вилазки та зненацькі напади на московські загони 

навколо міста. Постійні напади козаків вимусили 
Трубецького перенести табір війська на 10 км від 
міста в урочище Таборище на південній околиці села 
Підлипного і таким чином розділити армію між 
табором і військами навколо Конотопу. За деякими 
оцінками тільки на облозі Конотопу московські 
війська втратили близько 10,000 чоловік. 

Аждо 29 червня, цілих 70 днів, чотирьохтисячний 
загін Гуляницького утримував фортецю проти 
150,000 тисяч війська Трубецького, що надало 
Виговському змогу організувати свою власну армію, 
отримати допомогу від Польщі і Криму і навіть 
залучити найманців. До козаків Виговського при-- 
єдналися польські добровольчі кінні загони Потоць - 
кого, Яблоновського та піхота Лончинського, також 
для охорони ставки гетьмана залучили загони 
сербських та молдавських найманців загальною 
кількістю близько 3,800 чол. Було досягнуто домов - 


леності з Кримським Ханом Мухамедом-Т ipeem IV 
про допомогу; хан з'явився на початку червня на чолі 
30-тисячного війська. 

Армія Виговського включно з Ордою тим часом 
продовжувала просуватися в напрямку Конотопа. 
В 24 червня під с. Шаповалівкою був розбитий 
невеликий передовий загін московітів, i від поло- 
нених дізналися, що Трубецькой знаходиться вже не 
біля Конотопа, і що він не очікував підходу союз-- 
ників так скоро. На основі цих відомостей було 
вироблено план дій, за яким татари сховалися в 
засідці в урочищі Торговиця на схід від с. Соснівки 
— табору Виговського. Сам Виговський, зали- 
шивши командування братові Григорія Гуляницького 
Степанові Гуляницькому, вирушив на чолі малень-- 
кого загону під Конотоп. Рано вранці 27 червня 
козаки напали на військо Трубецького i, скорис- 
тавшись несподіванкою, захопили велику кількість 
московських коней та вигнали їх у степ. Але, 
оговтавшись, кіннота Трубецького контратакувала 
козацький загін і Виговський відступив за ріку 
Соснівку в напрямку свого табору. 

Наступного дня, у суботу 28 червня Трубецькой 
відіслав 30,000 відбірної московської кінноти на чолі 
з боярином Семеном Пожарським наздогнати Вигов-- 
ського. Пожарський переправився через ріку Соснівку 
i розбив табір на іншому її боці. Решта 30,000 війська 
на чолі з Трубецьким залишилися в таборі. Тим часом 
п'ятитисячний загін Степана Гуляницького зайшов у 
тил Пожарському, будучи непоміченим захопив міст 
через Соснівку, зруйнував його і, загативши вночі 
річку, затопив низину навколо неї. 

Рано вранці 29 червня 1659 р. невеликий загін 
Виговського атакував табір Пожарського і після 
короткої сутички почав відступати, вдаючи втечу. 
Війська Пожарського, відчуваючи легку здобич, 
залишили табір 1 почали його переслідувати. Коли 
московські війська вступили в село Соснівку, козаки 
трьома пострілами з гармати та трьома вогневими 
стрілами дали знак рушати орді та полякам, а самі 
всією армією розпочали контрнаступ на Пожар- 
ського. Побачивши пастку, Пожарський спробував 
відступити, але тяжка московська кіннота та арти-- 
лерія загрузли у вогкому грунті біля річки. В цей 
час з флангу вдарили татари — московська армія 
опинилася в оточенні; почалася різанина. Впродовж 
решти 29 червня були знищені майже всі 30,000 
війська Пожарського, а сам він був захоплений у 
полон разом з князями Львовим, Ляпуновим, Бутур-- 
ліними, Скуратовим, Куракіним та іншими. Поло-- 
нених за звичаєм віддали татарам, які майже всіх 
немилосердно вирізали. 

Звістка про поразку під Конотопом дійшла вреш-- 
ті-решт i до Москви. Російський історик XIX cro— 
річчя С. М. Соловйов описує реакцію царя на сумну 
звістку таким чином: "Цвіт московської кінноти, що 
відбув щасливі походи 1654 і 1655 років, загинув за 
один день, і вже ніколи після того цар московський 
не був у змозі вивести в поле такого блискучого 
війська. У жалібній одежі вийшов цар Олексій 
Михайлович до народу й жах охопив Москву. Удар 
був тим важчий, що був несподіваним; та ще після 
таких блискучих успіхів! Ще нещодавно Долгорукий 
привів до Москви полоненого гетьмана литовського, 
нещодавно чулися радісні розмови про торжество 
Хованського, а зараз Трубецькой, на якого було 
найбільше надій, "чоловік благоговійний і витон- 
чений, у воїнстві щасливий і недругам страшний", 
погубив таке величезне військо! Після взяття 
стількох міст, після взяття столиці литовської цар-- 
ське місто затремтіло за власну безпеку: у серпні 
по государеву указу люди всіх чинів поспішали на 
земляні роботи для зміцнення Москви". 

Проте хвилювання царя, що Виговський з ханом 
піде далі на Москву, виявилися передчасними. 
Тільки-но Виговському вдалося захопити Ромни, 
Лохвицю та декілька інших українських міст, які 
утримували його супротивники, як прийшла звістка 
з Криму, що козаки Івана Сірка напали на татарські 
поселення, і це примусило хана з ордою залишити 
Виговського та вертатися в Крим. Громадянська 
війна спалахнула з новою силою. Хоч Гадяцький 
договір з поляками був вигідний для України, ідея 
союзу з поляками не знайшла підтримки серед біль-- 
шості козацтва та народних мас. До того ж Вигов-- 
ський нехтував інтересами широкого загалу україн- - 
ського суспільства і спирався переважно на козацьку 
верхівку, яка постійно його зраджувала перед пог-- 
розами або обіцянками з боку Москви чи Варшави. 

Конотопська битва залишалася довгий час ледве 
не забороненою темою в російській та особливо 
радянській історіографії. Протягом століть інфор-- 
мація про неї замовчувалася, бо правда про події під 
Конотопом розвінчувала багато великодержавних 
міфів, особливо про "споконвічне прагнення 
українців до союзу з Росією". 
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Bush visits Ukraine 


Cont. from Page 9 

membership plan] can provide a 
useful framework to encourage 
countries to make the right decisions 
they need to make to advance their 
own reform and democracy,” 
Hadley said, quoted by the Voice of 
America. 

Germany and France have spoken 
out against offering the two coun- 
tries MAPs. French Prime Minister 
Francois Fillon announced that 
France will not support the two 
countries’ bids to become NATO 
members, saying this would disrupt 
the “balance of power in Europe and 
between Europe and Russia.” 

Another key obstacle on 
Ukzaine’s road to NATO is Russia, 
which fiercely opposes the alliance’s 
eastward expansion. Russian Presi- 
dent-elect Dmitry Medvedev re- 
cently warned that NATO would be 
crossing a “red line” by inviting 
Ukraine and Georgia to join its 
ranks. 

April 1 Ukraine and the United 
States signed a document stating that 
Ukraine апа the United States will 
double their efforts in promoting 
non-proliferation, arms control, and 
disarmament, Interfax-Ukraine re- 
ported. 

It also mentions continued reform 
in Ukraine’s defense sector, and 
states that “the United States will 
assist and advise Ukraine in pur- 
chasing and fielding/deploying 
communications equipment for 
Ukrainian defense forces.” 

March 31, the two sides signed a 
document on boosting U.S. trade 
and investment ties with Ukraine, 
Reuters reported. “Ukraine is mak- 
ing important strides to modernize 
its economy and attract foreign trade 
and investment. The 
agreement...will assist Ukraine’s 
efforts to expand its economy and 
diversify its markets.” U.S. trade 
representative Susan Schwab said in 

Also on April 1. presidential 
couples took part in the official 
lunch at Horodetsky House. 

In his speech President 
Yushchenko expressed gratitude to 
the American side for supporting 
Ukraine’s accession to NATO, | 

Yushchenko also said that the 
Ukrainians will always be grateful 
to the USA for their scientists’ con- 
tribution into Holodomor research 
and renewing the truth about the 
events. 

President Bush noted that Ukraine 
and the USA share acommon vision 
of the future and are trying to pro- 
mote freedom. Here he marked 
Ukraine’s active participation in 
peacekeeping and peacemaking op- 
erations around the globe. 

Later, President Yushchenko and 
President Bush with their wives took 
part in flower laying ceremony near 
the Monument to Victims of 
Holodomor. 

After laying flowers the present 
honored those deceased in 19320- 

1933 with a moment of silence. 

Then Yushchenko with his wife, 
Kateryna, and Bush with his wife 
Laura, had a tour of Kyiv St. Sophia 

Cathedral. 

The presidential couples were 
shown the Cathedral, its wall paint- 
ings and the tomb of Yaroslav the 
Wise. 

Within the framework of his visit 


to Ukraine President Bush together 
with Laura paid a visit to Kyiv 
School 57. There the presidential 
couple saw a performance prepared 
by children from western Ukrainian 
town Perechyn. The performance 
was dedicated to fighting HIV/ 
AIDS and promotion of healthy liv- 
ing. у 
In his short speech after the per- 
formance President Bush stressed 
that he and his wife are thrilled to 
be in the country, which came 
through very harsh times and now 
stands firmly on a path towards lib- 
erty. 

Arriving at the Boryspil airport, 
March 31, President and Laura Bush 
were met by Foreign Minister 
Volodymyr Ohryzko, Presidential 
Secretariat Chief of Staff Victor 
Baloha, the Ambassador of Ukraine 
to the USA Oleh Shamshur and The 
Ambassador of the USA to Ukraine 


| Мау 8, 2008 а 
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William B. Taylor with his wife 
Deborah Taylor. 

When President Bush finished his 
official visit he was seen off 
Ohryzko, Baloha and Taylor. 

Bush, who has cited Ukraine as a 
showcase of democratic change fol- 
lowing the Orange Revolution in 
November 2004, was originally ex- 
pected to visit the country in the 
summer of 2006. 

But the visit was postponed after 
the surprise creation of the pro-Rus- 
sian coalition in Parliament follow- 
ing the March 2006 election that had 
challenged Yushchenko’s pro-West- 
ern foreign policy. 

In December 2007 the pro-Rus- 
sian government of Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych was replaced by 
the pro-Western government of 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
following the snap parliamentary 


- election in September 2007. 
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Alexandra Cybulsky 


ph. 780-478-0207 
cell; 780-952-4499 


fax: 780-644-0964 
email cybal@shaw са 


2008 TOURS TO UKRAINE 
May 5-20; June9-24; July 14-29; Sept1-16; Oct6-21 
Peter Drosdowech's 16-day GRAND TOURS of WESTERN UKRAINE 


feature: cities and villages, bazaars, indoor and outdoor museums, churches and 
monasteries, forts and castles, cultural events and concerts, working artists, 
meeting and talking with people and shopping. 


These 2008 ALL-INCLUSIVE TOURS are guided in English and include: 
airfare, quality hotels and resorts, all meals, chartered air-conditioned bus and 
admissions to events. 


Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra costs. 
Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 or e-mail:ToursToUkraine@mts.net 
Complete information on Website at: www.ToursToUkraine.ca 


TOURS TO UKRAINE A DIVISION OF UKRAINE VENTURES LTD. 
MEMBER OF CANADA'S NATIONAL UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL; AFFILIATED WITH TERRI'S TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL 
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Ukraine launches 
probe of naval disaster 


(Ukrainian Journal/RFE/RL)— Ukraine’s top 
national security body said March 24 it will 
launch a probe into a recent collision of Ukrai- 
nian and Chinese ships near Hong Kong that is 
feared to have left 18 Ukrainian sailors dead. 

The sailors were trapped in a sunken Ukrai- 
nian ship since March 22 and rescue teams 
on March 25 found two of the bodies, but no 
signs of life. 

“We have to study the state of maritime 
transportation with ships sailing under Ukrai- 
nian flags and with employment of Ukrainian 
crews,” the National Security and Defense 
Council, the top security body under Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko, said in a statement. 

“This is needed so that we put lives, health 
and social interests of Ukrainian sailors to a 
higher level than production statistics and 
making profits at any cost,” the council said. 

The tugboat Naftogaz 67 — which had been 
detained in Hong Kong in 2003 with safety 
problems — sank late on March 22 when it 
collided with Chinese cargo ship Yao Hai in 


waters northwest of Hong Kong’s outlying 
Lantau island. 

The 80-meter-long (264-foot-long) Ukrai- 
nian vessel sank quickly but the Chinese ship 
suffered only bow damage and stayed afloat, 
officials said. Only seven of the 25 on the 
Ukrainian ship were found. 

The six Ukrainians and the Chinese, who 
were on the upper deck at the moment of the 
crash, were pulled from the sea by rescuers. 

The Naftogaz 67 was detained in Hong 
Kong in September 2003 for safety problems, 
according to documents from Hong Kong’s 
Marine Department. 

The documents said that the ship did not 
provide “means of escape” or “escape breath- 
ing apparatus,” and that vessel personnel were 
not familiar with safety procedures, accord- 
ing to Bangkok Post. 

It was not immediately clear if those prob- 
lems were addressed during the detention. 
Government spokeswoman Heidi Liu said she 
could not immediately comment. 


Yushchenko again dismisses Stanik 


(RFE/)— President Viktor Yushchenko on 
April 3 canceled a decree issued by former 
President Leonid Kuchma on the appointment 
of Syuzanna Stanik as a judge of the Consti- 
tutional Court, Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

Yushchenko reportedly found that 
Kuchma’s decree on Stanik’s appointment, is- 
sued on March 25, 2004, involved procedural 
violations. 

On April 2, Yushchenko signed a decree re- 
instating Stanik as a judge of the Constitu- 
tional Court. 

Stanik was reinstated in accordance with a 
ruling by the Supreme Court on March 25. 


І May 2007, Yushchenko dismissed Stanik 
as well as Valeriy Pshenichnyy and Valeriy 
Ivashchenko as judges of the Constitutional 
Court for violating their oath of office. 

Stanik was a rapporteur in the case probing 
the constitutionality of the presidential decree 
by which Yushchenko dissolved the 
Verkhovna Rada and called early parliamen- 
tary elections. 

Stanik was also suspected of corruption, but 
the Prosecutor-General’s Office refused to in- 
stitute proceedings against her. 

Stanik successfully challenged her dis- 
missal in court. 


SCOPE TRAVEL INC. 


2008 Tours to Ukraine 


DNIPRO CRUISE + Lviv & Yaremche 
via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
Tour Guide: Dr. Adriana Helbig 
18 Day All Inclusive 

Odesa, Sevastopol, Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Kaniv and 
Kyiv. See all of Ukraine and end this trip іїп Lviv. From L’viv 
take a 2 day bus tour to Yaremche, Bukovel and Kolomyja 
Only ONE departure: Jun 13-30. 2008 

Recommended YOUTH TOUR - but others welcomed! 


BEST OF UKRAINE 


via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
14 Day All inclusive Tour 


A lovely combination of Odesa, Crimea, Kyiv and L’viv 
with extensive sightseeing of Yalta, Bakchysaray, 
Sevastopol and Chersonesus . 


Departures: Jun 04, Jul 16 and Sep 17, 2008 


MINI UKRAINE 


via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
10 Days All inclusive Tour 
Kyiv and L’viv + Yaremche - the two “capitals” of Ukraine 
This tour allows time for self exploration and permits for one/ 
two day excursions to surrounding areas. A wonderful 2 day 
exc. into the Carpathian Mts. makes this the best experience! 


Departures: May 17, Jul 11, Aug 22 and Sep 11, 2008. 


HUTSUL FESTIVAL TOUR 


via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
13 Day All Inclusive Tour 

This year, the Hutsul Festival is in Vyzhnytsia and brings 
together the finest dancers, entertainers and craftmakers 
from the region. This tour includes Kyiv for Independence 
Day Celebrations and L’viv! 


Only ONE departure: 


WESTERN UKRAINE + Krakow 


via Czech Airlines from New York 
15 Day All Inclusive Tour 
Kyiv, L’viv, Yaremche and Chernivtsi — the two capitals 
of Ukraine + Carpathian Mts and Bukovyna — also includes: 
Ivano Frankivsk, Kolomyja and Kamianets Podilsky 


Departures: Jun 25 and Aug 06, 2008 


tw from $3925 


tw from $3925 


tw from $2900 


tw $3375 


Aug 22, 2008 


tw $4075 


Scope Travel Inc. 101 S. Centre St. So. Orange, NJ 07079 


Phone: 973-378-8998 


www.scopetravel.com 


Toll Free: 877-357-0436 
scope@scopetravel.com 
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Participants at the pysanka workshop. 


Kule Centre holds 
pysanka workshop 


(Kule Centre)— March 20 members of the 
Kule Centre for Ukrainian and Canadian folk- 
lore showcased Ukrainian culture to students 
from around the world by running a pysanka 
workshop for the University of Alberta Inter- 
national House. The team was lead by Natalie 
Kononenko and Peter Holloway, with student 
assistants Svitlana Kukharenko, Yanina 
Vihovska, and Greg Holloway. 

The U of A attracts students from around 
the world. Its outstanding programs in 
nanotechnology, computer science, medical 
science, its strength in the humanities, plus 
its practical programs in areas such as forestry, 
food science, print making, and museum stud- 
ies make this the destination of choice for 
more than 2700 students from 128 countries. 
The newly constructed International House is 
a residential complex that provides inexpen- 
sive housing right on campus for students 
from abroad. International House also hosts 
cultural activities and the coordinator of these 
activities is Amanda Gabster. 

This year’s Pysanka Workshop was part of 
the International House cultural program and 
it was arranged at Gabster’s initiative. It was 
the first Ukrainian event to be held at Inter- 
national House. More than 30 people at- 
tended. They included students from Egypt, 


Saudi Arabia, England, Scotland, Estonia, 
Tran, Panama, Mexico, Columbia, China, Ja- 
pan, India, Pakistan, Turkey, Kazakhstan, the 
United States, Russia, Ukraine, and, of course, 
Canada. Interestingly, the students from 
Ukraine had not learned how to write pysanky 
in their home country and were learning this 
ritual craft as part of their cultural program in 
Canada. 

The workshop began with the students 
watching Slavko Nowytski’s pysanka video. 
Kononenko then talked about Ukrainian tra- 
ditions and the technical aspects of writing a 
pysanka while Holloway showed a three-di- 
mensional digital program which he wrote to 
demonstrate some of the more complicated 
points of pysanka writing. Each student then 
made his or her own pysanka under the direc- 
tion of the Kule Centre students and staff. 

The results were beautiful and student com- 
ments reflected their satisfaction. One student 
said, “You Uksainians have interesting tradi- 
tions! I like them.” Another said to a member 
of the International House staff that the 
pysanka workshop was the best event held all 
year. Many students said that they were go- 
ing to purchase their own pysanka supplies 
so that they could continue the tradition of 
the pysanka. 


Tiny Smoky Lake home 
saved for posterity 


By Mike Sadava, 
The Edmonton Journal, April 2, 2008 

You won’t see many real estate listings 
these days like the Meronyk house. 

Yet the house, two rooms and 418 square 
feet, was home to large families for more than 
60 years. 

Built in the mid-’20s, the house was hoisted 
onto a flatbed and moved from its location of 
41 Willow Creek St. in downtown Smoky 
Lake, to the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage east of Edmonton. 

The home, which cost about $15,000 to 
moye, is deemed to have historical value be- 
cause it was attached to the town’s livery 
stable, where travellers boarded their horses 
when they came to town. 

Donated to the village by the current own- 
ers, Linda Meronyk and her father Nicholas, 
it will be restored and eventually stand be- 
side a livery barn that was brought to the vil- 
lage from Radway. 

The house has been in the Meronyk family 
since the 1950s, but was vacant for at least 15 
years. 

The house was a flat-roofed shack when the 
Skoreyko family established the livery ser- 
vice. It was expanded and a gable roof added 
when William Skoreyko went into partnership 
with his brother-in-law, Nicholas Lenko. 

Lenko’s daughter, Mary Andrews, remem- 
bers spending several years of her childhood 
in the small house during the 1930s. The six 


members of the family all slept in one room 
while the other room had a wood stove, and a 
couch and served as the kitchen. 

The livery stable was an early version of a 
parking garage, with eight stalls on each side. 
Farmers left their horses there, especially in 
winter, while they picked up supplies or 
dropped off their crops. 

“At the end of the school year my dad an- 
nounced we have to get out of town and move 
to the farm,” said Andrews, who currently 
lives in Burnaby, B.C. “Needless to say, we 
were not happy at all.” The farm turned out 
to be a bust for the family — the land was not 
good, and the Lenkos were back in Smoky 
Lake in about two years, after her father built 
another house in town. 

It could be a long time before the house is 
restored and put on a foundation beside the 
livery stable on the main street of the Ukrai- 
nian village, said David Koshman, who is in 
charge of restoration. 

The village doesn’t have the funding and 
has recently concentrated its efforts on “res- 
cuing” houses that would probably be torn 
down in today’s booming economy, Koshman 
said. There are 17 buildings now waiting to 
be restored. 

He is certain a home the size of the Meronyk 
house would have soon been torn down and 
replaced by a modern large house or a trailer. 

“Tt wasn’t worth anything to anybody, ex- 
cept to us.” 


Ukrainian News/Ykpaixctki вісті, April З -16, 2008, З -16 квітня, 2008 


Dr. Alexandra 
Pawlowsky passes away 


Dr. Alexandra Pawlowsky passed 
away peacefully March 29 at the age of 
55), 

Alexandra will be deeply missed by 
her husband Boris Jacenkiw, mother 
Anastasia Pawlowsky, brother Myron 
Pawlowsky and sister-in-law Susan 
Boulter, nephew and niece Alexander 
and Adriana Pawlowsky, aunts and 
uncles Anna and Mychajlo Gembarsky, 
Olga and Walter Klopick, and Anna 
Luka, also cousins Stephan, Michael and Bohdan 
Gembarsky, Chris and Zenon Klopick, and Evhenia 
Kryschuk and Myroslaw Luka. Also mourning her pass- 
ing are her sister-in-law Tanya Jacenkiw (Dan Huwel) 
and nephew Roman in Chicago. Alexandra was prede- 
ceased by her father Peter Pawlowsky, aunt Mary 
Smerechuk, and grandparents Maria and Ivan 
Smerechuk, and Semen and Kateryna Pawlowsky. 

Alexandra was born and raised in Winnipeg. She re- 
ceived her B.A. and M.A. (Slavic Studies) at the Uni- 
versity of Manitoba. She was very proud of the inter- 
disciplinary Ph.D. she earned at the University of 
Manitoba, in Ukrainian Canadian Heritage Studies, 
believed to be the first such Ph.D. in the world. She 
taught at the University of Manitoba for 26 years, and 
held senior administrative positions at the Centre for 
Ukrainian Canadian Studies, and as Coordinator of the 

University 1 program. 

Alexandra was the recipient of many dozens of schol- 
arships and awards to further her studies. Her research 
interests were in the field of Ukrainian Canadian lit- 
erature and language. She presented papers on related 


topics at academic conferences through- 
out North America, and published nu- 
merous reviews and other publications 
Considered a Ukrainian Canadian 
pop culture specialist, she was often in- 
terviewed on a broad spectrum of top- 
ics related to Ukrainian Canadiana, by 
the CBC, Canadian Press, the Globe 
Mail, and CJOB, among many others. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Metropolitan Cathedral of 
Sts. Vladimir Olga, the University 1 program at the 
University of Manitoba, or the Centre for Ukrainian 
Canadian Studies at the University of Manitoba. 

The Panakhyda was held on April 2 at the Metro- 
politan Cathedral of Sts. Vladimir Olga. The Funeral 
Divine Liturgy was celebrated on April 3 also at the 
cathedral, with Rt. Rev. Msgr. M. Buyachok officiat- 
ing. Interment followed in All Saints Cemetery. Active 
pallbearers were Walter, Chris and Zenon Klopick, and 
Stephan, Bohdan and Michael Gembarsky. Honorary 
pallbearers are Myron Pawlowsky, Susan Boulter, Dr. 
Bronislaw and Orysia Gorski, Oksana Bondarchuk, and 
Maria Stolarsky}. 

The family wishes to express its deep gratitude to 
Dr. Krepart and the staff at CancerCare Manitoba, and 
to all the staff at the Women’s Hospital, especially Lilly. 
Very special thanks to Dr. Bronislaw and Orysia Gorski 
for all their support, and to Sister Daria for her pastoral 
care. Boris’ devotion to Alexandra during her final 
weeks and months was OSH DEW Lesiu, we miss you 
enormously. 

Vichnaya Pam’yat. 
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Ukraine, Poland sign 
agreement 
on border traffic 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian Prime Minister Tymoshenko and her Polish coun- 
terpart, Donald Tusk, signed on March 28 in Kyiv an agreement on the 
tules of local border traffic, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. 

Tymoshenko said that Ukrainian residents of a 50-kilometer border zone 
will be able to cross the border many times on the basis of a special card, 
without applying for visas. 

“In practice, it means an absolutely visa-free regime,” she said. 

After joining the EU’s Schengen zone in December 2007, Poland ad- 
justed its visa requirement for Ukrainians in accordance with the rules in 
force in the EU. 

This has caused tensions among residents of the border zone, who 
blocked checkpoints and demanded greater freedom of movement across 
the border. 

According to Polish officials, the first permits for visa-free movement 
in the border zone should be issued in June. 

The agreement must still be ratified by the parliaments of each country. 


Thursday April 17, 2008, 10:00 am and 1:30 pm 
CHILDREN’S UKRAINIAN CARTOONS 


Thursday April 17, 2008, 7:00 pm 
THE WHISPERER 
A MAN FOR ALL CANADIANS 


Collection of award-winning short feature films 


Saturday April 19, 2008, 7:00 pm 
SHADOWS OF FORGOTTEN ANCESTORS 


One of the supreme works of Ukrainian Cinema 


Yushchenko says Ukraine 
strives for NATO membership 
to secure sovereignty 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko has told reporters 
of prominent European newspapers that the issue of Ukraine’s possible 
NATO membership should be regarded in the context of the country’s 
sovereignty, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported on March 26. 

“T have no doubts that we will receive a positive signal,” Yushchenko 
oe id that Ukraine’s intention to join NATO is a desire to join th Sunday ди 2 ao Eke Pe 

e said Ша! aine’s intention to join is a desire to join the UNDEFEATED 


most effective system of collective security and the readiness to share 
responsibility for Europe’s security with all its states. The true story of Roman Shukhevych, the leader of the underground 
Asked by the “Financial Times” whether Ukraine’s move toward NATO army that fought against both the Nazis and the Soviets 
is, as described by Russian President-elect Dmitry Medvedev, “extremely 
troublesome for the existing structure of European security,” Yushchenko 
said that Ukraine’s possible NATO membership does not pose any threat 
to its neighbors, including Russia. 
“These are attempts to leave Ukraine in a position in which it would be 
unable to protect its security against threats. This is not acceptable. We 
are a sovereign nation,” he added. 


Saturday April 19, 2008, 9:00 pm 
ASSASSINATION 


The film lights up one of most severely guard secrets of the 
Soviet days — the post-war armed fight of the Ukrainian Underground 
Army and insidious murder of Stepan Bandera 
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_ SBU accused of playing 
political games in Kharkiv overhaul: Euro 2012 prep boss 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) has become em- 
broiled in a new scandal. The main opposi- 
tion force, the Party of Regions (PRU), has 
accused the SBU of playing political games 
after SBU servicemen carried out a contro- 
versial search at the Kharkiv City Council. 
Although the SBU has been firmly pro-Or- 
ange since Viktor Yushchenko came to power 
in early 2005, the teams of both Yushchenko 
and Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko have 
distanced themselves from the SBU raid. 

The scandal has raised legitimate questions 
about the role of the SBU in Ukrainian poli- 
tics and may result in an early mayoral elec- 
tion in Ukraine’s second-largest city. Kharkiv 
Mayor Mykhaylo Dobkin is suspected of cor- 
ruption. Earlier this month parliament voted 
to hold an early election in the capital city, 
Kyiv, whose mayor Leonid Chernovetsky was 
also accused of corruption by his opponents. 

SBU operatives stormed the Kharkiv City 
Council on March 18 and seized documents. 
The SBU explained that the Council is sus- 
pected of embezzling some $300,000. While 
the search was underway, a local court banned 
it. The search, howeyer, continued, which out- 
raged Dobkin, a PRU member who believes 
that he was the main target. Dobkin tried to 
stop acar driven by SBU operatives from tak- 
ing documents out of the Council, but the car 
sped away, reportedly grazing Dobkin. 

The Council called on Yushchenko and par- 
liament to punish the SBU for what it called 
“the armed seizure of a public office.” The 
PRU on March 19 demanded that the SBU 
and the Prosecutor-General’s Office report to 
parliament on the Kharkiv events. However, 
lawmakers did not support this demand, as 
only 224 of them voted in favor of inviting 
SBU people and prosecutors to parliament, 
two short of the needed number for the mo- 
tion to pass. PRU leader Viktor Yanukovych 
threatened to disrupt parliament and even to 
take people to the streets to protest the SBU 
actions. 

Dobkin says that the SBU has targeted him 
because he belongs to the opposition, while 
the government has tried to distance itself 
from the scandal. Yushchenko’s chief of staff, 
Viktor Baloha, chided the SBU, warning 
against “destabilizing the political situation” 
in Kharkiv. Mykola Tomenko, one of the lead- 
ers of the Tymoshenko bloc, called it “an act 
of provocation that does the SBU no credit.” 

Dobkin’s relations with the SBU have been 
Strained for a long time. The mayor believes 


that the secret services were behind a scan- 
dalous video that appeared on YouTube in Oc- 
tober 2007 featuring him using foul language 
when preparing an election campaign speech. 
Also last year, the SBU denied Dobkin a se- 
curity clearance, saying that he had violated 
a relevant law. Dobkin claimed that this was 
revenge from Kharkiv Region Governor 
Arsen Avakov, who belongs to the Orange 
camp, for Dobkin’s failure to report to him 
about Dobkin’s visit to a neighboring region 
in Russia. 

This past February, Dobkin accused SBU 
staff of siding with one private company in a 
dispute over a construction site in Kharkiv. 
On March 14 Dobkin said that SBU opera- 
tives had tried to plant narcotics in his lug- 
gage when he was returning from a foreign 
trip. SBU acting chief Valentyn Nalyvay- 
chenko reportedly assured Dobkin that he had 
nothing to do with that incident. 

The Kharkiv events may prevent 
Nalyvaychenko from securing the position of 
SBU chief. Nalyvaychenko has been acting 
chief of the SBU for more than a year. 
Yushchenko backs him for the post of perma- 
nent SBU chief, but parliament may be re- 
luctant to approve his nomination after the 
Kharkiv scandal. 

The ProUA website suggested that the 
search at Kharkiv Council could be an act of 
provocation directed against Nalyvaychenko. 
According to ProUA, the SBU chief in 
Kharkiv, Andry Mukhataey, is a protégé of 
Oleksandr Turchynov, of Tymoshenko’s right- 
hand man and her first deputy in the Cabinet. 
Mukhataev’s chief Nalyvaychenko has been 
very loyal to Yushchenko, against whom 
Tymoshenko is widely expected to run in the 
presidential election in 2009, so it would be 
logical for her to try to get rid of Nalyvay- 
chenko ahead of the election campaign. 

Dobkin’s position is shaky, too. Earlier this 
month, parliament formed an ad-hoc commis- 
sion to investigate the activities of Dobkin and 
the Kharkiv City Council leadership, many 
of whom are suspected of corruption. The 
commission is gathering files for a report that 
may serve as grounds for an early mayoral 
election in Kharkiv, as was the case in Kyiv. 
And on March 20, another ad-hoc commis- 
sion was set up by the anti-corruption com- 
mittee in parliament. It is tasked with check- 
ing the claims by a group of Kharkiv City 
Council deputies that the Council, the mayor, 
and several other Kharkiv officials were in- 
volved in illegal drug trafficking, including 
cocaine and heroin. 


Tymoshenko praises 


sovernment’s 


(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko said on March 26 that she is sat- 
isfied with the achievements of her govern- 
ment during its first 100 days in power, RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. 

“This is a government whose priorities un- 
doubtedly are the national interest and the in- 
terest of each individual,’ Tymoshenko said. 

Among the main achievements of the gov- 
ernment, Tymoshenko mentioned Ukraine’s ac- 
cession to the World Trade Organization, the 
initiating of talks on a free-trade zone between 
Ukraine and European Union, and the signing 
of the extended agreement with the EU. 

Tymoshenko said that anti-inflation steps 


first 100 days 


taken by the government should yield results 
within six months. 

“Tt is necessary for at least half a year to 
curb inflation processes,” she said. 

Tymoshenko criticized the Verkhovna Rada 
for failing to approve the government’s pro- 
gram submitted for parliament’s consideration 
two months ago. 

The Presidential Secretariat also assessed 
the government's first 100 days in power posi- 
tively, although its deputy head, Oleksandr 
Shlapak, suggested the government be more 
modest when setting its achievements and 
more objective as regards its predecessor’s 
actions. 


5,000 protest NATO in Crimea 


(RFE/RL)— Around 5,000 protesters gath- 
ered on March 29 in Simferopol, Crimea, to 
protest Kyiv’s moves toward joining NATO, 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. 

The rally was organized by Crimean chap- 
ters of 10 Ukrainian political parties, includ- 
ing the opposition Party of Regions and the 
Communist Party. 

Participants burnt the U.S. flag and adopted 


aresolution that condemns “drawing Ukraine 
into the NATO military bloc.” 

“We are grateful to those political forces of 
NATO members who display [common] sense 
regarding Ukraine’s membership in the alli- 
ance,” the resolution reads. 

We are expecting that in Bucharest they will 
not support Ukraine receiving a NATO Mem- 
bership Action Plan,” it added. 
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Gov’t stalling on road 


(DPA)—The boss of Ukraine’s preparation 
programme to co-host the 2012 European soc- 
cer championship accused the government of 
dragging its feet on overhauling the country’s 
shoddy roadways, the Interfax news agency 
reported March 25. 

Evhen Chervonenko, director of the na- 
tional agency for Euro 2012, at a meeting in 
the Black Sea resort city Livadia accused of- 
ficials in Ukraine’s Ministry of Transport of 
ignoring foreign investment offers to upgrade 
the former Soviet republic’s roads. 

“We have an offer in hand from American 
investors, and if we get approval from the 
Ministry of Transport work could begin,” 
Chervonenko said. “But they seem to have 
their own plans...and nothing is being done.” 

Ukraine and Poland in April won rights 
from UEFA to host the prestige tournament. 

Since then, Ukraine particularly has done 
practically nothing to get ready for the event 
— amassive undertaking requiring the repair 
of thousands of kilometres of roads, the con- 
struction of dozens of hotels, and a top-to- 
bottom overhaul of the country’s weak ser- 
vice industry. 

UEFA officials have increasingly expressed 
worry at the slow pace of Ukrainian prepara- 
tions, and even hinted if the Ukrainians fail 
to speed up work, they could have the tour- 
nament taken away from them. 

Ukrainian government estimates place the 


cost of preparation for Euro 2012 as high as 
$4 billion — roughly 20 per cent of a year’s 
annual budget for the East European nation. 
The lion’s share of the money would go to- 
wards bringing Ukraine’s currently weak road 
network to a European standard. 

Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko 
earlier that week put brakes on hopes the єоу- 
ernment would nonetheless fund the prepara- 
tion effort, saying “we must get funding from 
private industry... the government does not 
have it.” 

“The biggest threat to getting ready, is the 
loss of support from the Ministry of Trans- 
port,’ Chervonenko said. “If we don’t solve 
the road problem we can’t host the tourna- 
ment.” 

Ukraine’s government has attempted to re- 
pair roads using foreign investment in the past, 
with varying results. An EU-financed stretch 
from Kyiv to the Hungarian border was com- 
pleted on time and under budget, and is com- 
parable in quality to an average European 
trunk road. : 

A privately-financed road involving Turk- 
ish and Italian developers, connecting Kyiv 
to the Black Sea port city Odesa, has how- 
ever been widely criticised for cost overruns, 
and shoddy workmanship. 


Shakhtar maintain pressure 


(PA Sport)— Shakhtar Donetsk have twice 
come from behind to beat Arsenal Kyiv 4-2 
to maintain the pressure on Ukraine league 
leaders Dynamo Kyiv. 

Sergey Zakarliuka gave the hosts a 27th- 
minute lead which lasted until six minutes 
after the break when Rodrigues Jadson 
equalised. 

Lysenko restored the advantage after 55 
minutes, but with 66 minutes on the clock 
Kostyantin Kravchenko pulled Shakhtar level 
again. 

Evaeyerson Brandao (74) and Oleksiy Gai 
(86) secured the win for the visitors, who re- 


main second on 53 points, while Arsenal Kyiv 
are eighth on 27 points. 

Leaders Dynamo Kyiv narrowly won at 
lowly FC Kharkiv thanks to a Tiberiu Ghioane 
goal in the eighth minute. 

The champions remain one point clear of 
Shakhtar at the top while Kharkiv slip into 
the relegation zone with 20 points from 23 
games. 

FC Naftovyk-Ukmafta won 1-0 at Kryvbas, 
Aurimas Kucis scoring the winner from the 
penalty spot with 13 minutes remaining. 

The win takes the visitors up to 11th on 22 
points, two behind Kryvbas. 


Teenage talents make waves in Ukraine 


By Igor Linnyk 

(UEFA)—It is not always easy for teenag- 
ers to break into the first teams in the Ukrai- 
nian Premier League, but a pair of 18-year- 
olds are proving the exceptions to the rule. 

FC Dynamo Kyiv striker Artem Kravets 
and FC Metalurh Zaporizhya midfielder Taras 
Stepanenko have both made the step up and 
more than justified their promotions. 
Stepanenko was the first to earn a place, 
Metalurh Zaporizhya’s lack of funds mean- 
ing they turned to their youth set-up and gave 
Stepanenko, then 17, a debut against Dynamo. 
He made a good impression in the 3-1 defeat 
and was soon a regular both for his club and 
Ukraine Under-21s. A holding midfiedler able 
to slot into defence, Stepananko is a veteran 
of 25 first-team starts, and bigger clubs are 
already taking an interest. 

Dynamo have probably Ukraine’s best 
academy, but their graduates must compete 


with talented foreigners for positions in the 
senior side. One man up to the challenge has 
been Kravets, given only his second appear- 
ance in their last UEFA Champions League 
group stage against Sporting Clube de Portu- 
gal. In March he made his first league start 
and scored in a 4-0 defeat of FC Dnipro 
Dnipropetrovsk, enough to make Yuri Semin 
give him another chance the following week 
versus Metalurh Zaporizhya, though he was 
not able to register against Stepanenko and 
company. 

Krayets’s speed and finishing has marked 
him out as a future star, and like the assured 
Stepanenko, another ambitious player from 
the Ukrainian provinces, has already been 
mentioned as a possible selection by national 
coach Oleksiy Mykhaylychenko. Having 
taken the helm at the age of 44, the former 
Dynamo player is himself proof that much can 
be achieved in Ukraine at a young age. 


Berlusconi considers move for Shevchenko 


By Gordon Tynan, 
The Independent, March 12, 2008 

Milan president, Silvio Berlusconi, said 
yesterday that a move for Barcelona’s 
Ronaldinho was not on the club’s agenda this 
summer. Не did not, however, rule out a move 
for Chelsea’s Andrei Shevchenko. 

Milan are expected to rebuild an ageing 
team following a poor season in Serie A and 
a last-16 elimination, by Arsenal, from the 
Champions League. The Brazil striker 
Ronaldo is out with a knee injury, so recruit- 
ing a forward is a priority. 

Berlusconi said: “Ronaldinho has never 
been an aim of ours because we Бауе always 
felt that he would not have been the ideal part- 
ner of players like Alexandre Pato and Kaka.” 

Shevchenko, a former Rossoneri favourite, 


has struggled to make an impact at Stamford 
Bridge and Berlusconi, who is godfather to 
Shevchenko’s eldest son, Jordan, is thought 
to be keen on taking him back to the San Siro. 

ЗТ believe Milan must make a point of re- 
inforcing its defensive line and also find a 
great forward, who is physically strong,” said 
Berlusconi. “Shevchenko is a player that is 
physically fit and who is still in our hearts 
and in those of the Rossoneri fans.” 

The Ukraine striker became Milan’s sec- 
ond highest all-time goalscorer in a seven-year 
spell at the club which ended in the summer 
of 2006, when he joined Chelsea for £30m. 


More Sports 


on Page 16 
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NBU moves to Stop Westinghouse, Holtec 
hryvnia spike vs. US$ 


(Ukrainian Journal) —The National Bank of Ukraine 
has scrambled to stop the sudden appreciation of the 
hryvnia against the U.S. dollar by changing regulations 
and making verbal interventions discouraging people 
from selling the greenback. 

The NBU reacted to the hryvnia’s surprise apprecia- 
tion by up to 5% against the dollar throughout exchange 
kiosks over the weekend of March 22-23, spurred on 
by speculation the bank may have started to favor a 
strong hryvnia policy. 

The NBU approved a regulation allowing Naftogaz 
Ukrayiny, the national oil and gas company, to buy hard 
currency for the company’s foreign exchange reserves 
without producing foreign trade contracts. 

“Yesterday, we allowed Naftogaz to buy hard cur- 
rency without producing the contracts,” Anatoliy 
Shapovaloy, the deputy governor of the NBU, said 
March 26. “Naftogaz did not have a contract with Rus- 
sia and in fact has not been buying hard currency.” 

The new regulation lets Naftogaz start buying hard 
currency immediately, which the NBU believes will 
increase demand for dollars and will stabilize the for- 
cign exchange market. 

The NBU also called on the people to stop panic sell- 
ing of U.S. dollars, warning they might face losses when 
the dollar appreciates. 

“Unfortunately, the people haven’t been taught a les- 
son in the past and keep selling dollars when it is on 
the bottom of its value and buy euros when it is on its 
peak of its value,” Shapovalov said. 

The steps taken by the NBU helped to ease the sell- 
ing pressure on the dollar with the exchange rate re- 
bounding to between 4.90 hryvnias and 4.95 hryvnias 
on March 26, compared with 4.65 on March 25. 

The increased selling of dollars began over the week- 
end apparently amid speculations that NBU has 
changed its policy of keeping the hryvnia stable and 
will now favor a stronger hryvnia. 

“It was like an avalanche,” a currency trader said 


Premier admits failure to curb inflation 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko admitted March 27 that her government 
has failed to curb inflation, but added the failure was 
partially due to the “very controversial” monetary 
policy of the National Bank of Ukraine. 

Tymoshenko said more action from the NBU, and 
also from the government, will probably be needed if 
official reports in early April show consumer prices 
growing fast in March. 

“All measures the government implemented jointly 
with the National Bank have not produced any impres- 
sive results,” Tymoshenko said at a meeting with for- 
eign diplomats March 27. “Inflation continues to be 
very high.” 

The comment is a rare case in which Tymoshenko 
has actually admitted the failure by her government in 
a key area of economic policy. 

It comes two months after she had defied most ana- 
lysts by insisting the government will manage to keep 
inflation at 9.6% in 2008 despite their forecasts that 


Ukraine, U.S. sign space agreement 
- (NSAU)—The Framework Agreement between the 
Government of Ukraine and the Government of the 
United States of America for cooperation in the explo- 
ration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes was 
signed March 31 in Kyiv during official visit of the 
President of the United Sates of America George W. 
Bush. 

The agreement was signed by National Space Agency 
of Ukraine Director General Yuriy Alekseev, on behalf 
of Ukraine and by U.S. America to Ukraine William 
Taylor. 

The purpose of agreement is to develop the frames 
of cooperation between the NSAU s and Space Ad- 
ministration of USA in the field of space activities on 
the basis of parity and mutually beneficial terms tak- 
ing into account leading trends and principals concem- 
ing providing of space activities within modem condi- 
tions. 

The signed agreement creates legal basis for devel- 
opment of cooperation between Ukrainian and Ameri- 
can enterprises and companies of space industry. 

This document will promote all-round development 
of long-term cooperation and partnership between 
Ukraine and United States of America and will enable 
implementation of common measures and initiatives, 
which have common interest for scientific-technical and 

industrial investment activities of both countries. 


describing the panic among the people. “The more dol- 
lars have been sold the stronger the hryvnia has been 
becoming. And the people kept selling.” 

The run on the dollar was fueled by speculations that 
the central bank may resort to letting the hryvnia ap- 
preciate in order to slow down skyrocketing consumer 
inflation this year. 

The NBU has been officially quoting the hryvnia at 
5.05 to the dollar for the past three years, but its policy 
allows the hryvnia to strengthen to 4.95 to the dollar. 

But Oleksandr Кігеусу, NBU’s banking regulation 
department head, rejected the speculations, adding the 
strong hryvnia would further deteriorate the country’s 
current account deficit. 

“The appreciation can hardly be effective in these 
circumstances when we have a current account defi- 
cit,” Kireyev said. “If the exchange rate policy is 
changed, we may get serious problems within one quar- 
Tere 

Meanwhile, the new regulation may help Naftogaz 
to accumulate hard currency to be able to pay $2 bil- 
lion debt for Russian gas supplies that is thought to 
have been accumulated since the beginning of the year. 

President Viktor Yushchenko urged Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko to immediately arrange talks with 
Russian gas giant Gazprom in order to make sure the 
debt is paid in full. 

Tymoshenko wants to make Naftogaz the key sup- 
plier of natural gas to domestic consumers after remov- 
ing UkrGaz-Energo, a controversial gas trader, from 
the market earlier this month. 

This means Naftogaz will be responsible for paying 
for gas supplies delivered to the Ukrainian border, 
which explains the need for Naftogaz to build its hard 
currency reserves. 


inflation may actually hit between 14% and 16%. 

Ukraine’s consumer prices rose 2.7% on the month 
in February, compared with 2.9% in January, accord- 
ing to the State Statistics Committee. 

If measured at an annual basis, inflation was reported 
at а shocking 21.9% in February compared with Feb- 
ruary 2007, according to the committee. 

Most economists see Ukraine’s high inflation as the 
key macroeconomic challenge for the country, whose 
economy has been growing robustly over the past eight 
years. 

Although admitting the failure, Tymoshenko had also 
blamed the NBU for its “controversial” monetary policy 
that she said had been contributing to the inflationary 
trend. 

“It’s hard to stop these trends under very controver- 
sial monetary policy and the policy on the consumer 
market,” Tymoshenko said. 

“We're taking the anti-inflationary measures since 
January,” Tymoshenko said. “March may show signs 
whether we have to strengthen our joint work with the 
National bank.” 

Tymoshenko’s comments underscore her unease with 
the NBU’s policy of pegging the hryvnia to the US. 
dollar. She, and well as Finance Minister Viktor 
Pynzenyk, have been pushing for the appreciation of 
the hryvnia in a move to slow down inflation. 

During Tymoshenko’s first tenure on the post of the 
prime minister in 2005, she had apparently managed 
to persuade the NBU to sharply appreciate the hryvnia 
against the dollar overnight in April 2005. 

The appreciation sent shockwaves through Ukrainian 
businesses, badly hurting steel exporters, and leading 
to the increased imports that had sharply reduced the 
country’s trade surplus. 

Analysts said the appreciation was still a possibility. 

“We expect the government will tighten monetary 
policy, as inflation continues to increase,” Alfa Bank 
said in a research report last month. “The government 
might also resort to less traditional measures, such as a 
sudden and sharp revaluation of the hryvnia.” 

Meanwhile, the NBU has been scrambling over the 
past two days to stop the sudden appreciation of the 
hryvnia against the dollar that had recently caused tur- 
bulence on the forex market. 

The NBU allowed Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national 
oil and gas company, to buy hard currency without pro- 
ducing foreign trade contracts as a way of increase de- 
mand for dollars. 


sign nuclear agreements 
with Ukraine 


(UkrNews)— Westinghouse Electric Company and Holtec International, 
two of the most respected names in the nuclear energy field, signed con- 
tracts with Ukraine to provide support in the country’s efforts to develop 
new sources of nuclear fuel and to provide safe and secure storage for 
nuclear waste, March 30. 

The two contracts were signed by Yuriy Kovrizhkin, president of 
Ukraine’s national nuclear energy generation company Enerhoatom. The 
Westinghouse contact was signed by Andres Jackson, Vice President, 
European LWR Fuel Business and the Holtec International contract by 
President/CEO Dr. Kris Singh. 

Among those attending the signing ceremonies were William H Taylor, 
Jr., U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine, officials of the Ministry of Fuel and 
Energy of Ukraine, and officials of the United States Department of En- 
ergy. The contracts were signed just before George Bush, president of the 
United States, paid his first official visit to Ukraine, March 31 and April 1. 

Both of the nuclear firms, Westinghouse and Holtec, are members of 
the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council (USUBC). “Today is one of the most 
important days since Ukraine’s independence as the efforts of these two 
internationally known companies will go a long way to assuring that 
Ukraine has greater energy independence,” said Morgan Williams, 
SigmaBleyzer, who serves as USUBC president. 

“This is made more important by the fact that for Ukraine, energy and 
political independence are closely interdependent. I join all of the USUBC 
members in toasting the success of these two great member companies, as 
we all work to assist Ukraine on its path to Euro-Atlantic integration and 
a strong democratic, private market driven nationhood,” Williams stated. 

Michael Kirst, a member of the USUBC executive committee, who 
serves as Vice President, Central and Eastern European Fuel, for 
Westinghouse, has been working has been working on the Ukraine project 
for many years with the long-run goal to finally sign a real commercial 
contact with Ukraine. 

“Holtec’s International President/CEO Dr. Kris Singh, William Wood- 
ward. Vice President Nuclear Projects and Kevin Cuthill, head of Holtec 
Ukraine are also to be congratulated for their work in expanding Holtec’s 
operation in Ukraine.” 

Nuclear power occupies one of the most prominent places in the Ukrai- 
nian economy with more than 38,000 employed in the industry. For recent 
years, with only 22.8 percent of the installed capacity, nuclear power plants 
during autumn and winter maximum loads generated about 53 percent of 
the country’s electricity. 


Business Briefs 


Prez, PM differ on debt 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko on March 28 differed significantly on how much had 
Ukraine owed for Russian natural gas supplies since the beginning of the 
year. Yushchenko insisted Ukraine had owed $2 billion for the supplies 
since January 1, but Tymoshenko had argued the government’s records 
show the debt at about $900 million. 


Gov’t to help ailing Naftogaz 

(Ukrainian Journal) —The government will provide tax breaks to Naftogaz 
Ukrayiny, the state-owned shipper of Russian natural gas to Europe that 
has been facing financial challenges, First Deputy Prime Minister 
Oleksandr Turchynoy said March 31. “I think we will provide support for 
Naftogaz because it has been facing a challenge of making massive pay- 
ments for natural gas that Ukraine consumes,” Turchynov said a. 


Oil and gas output drops 

(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s crude oil and gas condensate output 
dropped 4.7% year-on-year to 713,700 metric tons in January-February, 
down from 749,000 tons extracted one year ago, the energy and fuel min- 
istry reported March 24. Ukraine’s national oil and gas company Naftogaz 
Ukrayiny produced 652,800 metric tons of oil and condensate in January- 
February, down 2.6% year-on-year. 


Refineries may face penalties 

(Ukrainian Journal) —Ukraine’s two biggest oil refineries are under investi- 
gation and may face penalties for alleged gasoline price fixing, Oleksiy Kostu- 
sev, the head of the Antimonopoly Committee, said March 25. Kostusev also 
said Ukraine must take measures to increase imports of crude oil in order to 
prevent further steep increases in gasoline prices on domestic market. 


Steel profits to plummet 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Average profit margins in Ukraine’s steel industry 
will drop by more than half in 2008, to 6.5% from 14.75% last year due to 
higher prices for raw materials, energy and transportation, Vasyl 
Kharakhulakh, head of industry association Metallurgprom, forecasts. The 
average margin already dropped to 6% in January, as four companies op- 
erated at a loss, four were close to the breakeven point, and seven had a 
profit margin that was half the figure a year earlier. 


RosUkrEnergo shares sought 

(Ukrainian Journal) —Ihor Kolomoyskiy, the third-richest Ukrainian, has 
started talks seeking to buy а 50% stake in RosUkrEnergo, а controversial 
Swiss-based supplier of natural gas to Ukraine, an online newspaper re- 
ported March 21. Kolomoyskiy seeks to buy out two Ukrainian share- 
holders, Dmytro Firtash and Ivan Fursyn, who respectively own 45% and 
5% of the gas trader. Gazprom of Russia owns the remaining 50% in the 
trader, and controls its management. 
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вн wins WBA | Ukraine takes 13 medals at 


light-welterweight title 


WBA light-welterweight cham- 
pion Gavin Rees lost the first de- 
fence of his title on March 22, 
stopped in the final round by 
Ukraine’s Andreas Kotelnik, reports 
Reuters. 

The Welshman was caught with a 
whipping right hand with less than 
a minute remaining of the 12th 
round and seconds later stumbled to 
the canvas. 

He got back to his feet but was 
clearly a spent force after taking se- 
vere punishment and the referee 
stopped the fight. It was his first 
defeat in 28 professional contests. 

Rees, a stablemate of undisputed 
world super-middleweight cham- 
pion Joe Calzaghe, won the open- 
ing two rounds in front of his home 
fans in Cardiff with a flurry of at- 
tacks. 

Germany-based Kotelnik, a light- 
weight silver medallist at the Sydney 
Olympics, upped his workrate in the 
next two rounds, catching Rees with 


Sports 


some clinical straight rights and left 
jabs. 

Rees was bloodied around the 
nose for much of the fight and ap- 
peared to be close to defeat in the 
sixth when he was stunned by a right 
cross. 

He showed tremendous courage 
to keep piling forward, although he 
struggled to land any clean shots to 
the head of Kotelnik who displayed 
a rock-solid defence throughout. 

A relentless 10th round finished 
with both fighters throwing punches 
after the bell while Rees edged the 
ПФ to keep himself in contention. 

The shaven-headed Rees needed 
a strong final round to retain the titie 
he won by beating Souleymane 
M’baye last July but it was the 
classy Kotelnik who saved his best 
until last to deservedly take the title. 
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Euro swim championships 


(UkrNews)— Ukraine won a total 
of 13 medals — two gold, four sil- 
ver and seven bronze — at the 29th 
European Swimming Champion- 
ships, held in Eindhoven, Nether- 
lands, March 16-24. 

This was good for third place be- 
hind Russia and Italy in the total 
medal count, but Ukraine ended up 
tenth in the official standings in 
which the greatest weight is given 
the number of gold medals won. 

The golds were won by Oleg 
Lisogor in the Men’s 50-Metre 
Breaststroke and Шуа Kvasha in the 
men’s |-Metre Springboard Diving 
event. 

“The race should not have been 
five metres longer, then someone 
else would have won, but not me,” 
said Lisogor. 

“I was so exhausted on the last 
metres I haven’t been fora very long 
time. But I won — and I’m on the 
podium for the sixth time in the six 
European events held so far.” 

“I am overjoyed, it’s my first se- 
nior international medal,” said 
Kvasha. 

“Unfortunately the 1m spring- 
board event is not an Olympic com- 
petition. I am aiming to qualify for 
the 3m springboard final in Beijing.” 

Kvasha also won a silver in the 
2-Metre Springboard, while Lisogor 
took a bronze in the 100-Metre 
Breaststroke. 

Other silver medals were won by 
Sergiy Breus in the Men’s 50-Меїге 
Butterfly, Yulia Prokopchuk in the 
Women’s 10-Metre Platform Dive 
and the duo of Yulia Prokopchuk and 
Alina Chaplenko in the Women’s 
10-Metre Synchronized Dive. 

"І could have done better, but the 
hour this event started was simply 
too late for me,” said Prokopchuk 
of her solo dive. 

Other bronze medals were won 
by: Olena Fedorova in the Women’s 
3-Metre Springboard; Fedorova and 
Alevtyna Korolyova in the 3-Metre 
Synchronized Dive; 900 Darya 
Yushko and Kseniya Sydorenko in 
the Synchronized Swimming Duet 
and the Synchronized Swimming 
teams in both the Team and Combi- 
nation events. 

“This is my first international 
medal together with Alevtyna 
Korolyova,” said Fedorova. “But we 
have to improve up to the Olympic 
Games if we want to be among the 
top.” 

“We have been training in this 
group for approximately four years 
and work together for eight hours 
daily,” noted Synchronized Swim- 
ming Head Coach Daria Yushko. 

“Synchronized swimming is get- 
ting more and more popular in the 
Ukraine. We have centres in six cit- 
ies. I think there are more than one 
thousand synchronized swimmers in 
our country. The three bronze med- 
als we won here in Eindhoven are 
our first international medals.” 


Bessonova’s 
total triumph 


(GYMmedia)—On March 23, fi- 
nal day of the “2008 Deryugina 
Cup”, the first world cup of the 
Olympic season, was a total tiumph 
for the reigning all-around cham- 
pion Anna Bessonova — second 
placed in the all-around qualifica- 
tion, with a difference of one tenth 
only: The “Favorite of the Hearts’ 
won all the four final decisions. 


ry Siver 
medal winner Alexander Dale Oen of Norway (right) and Bronze medal 
winner Alessandro Terrin of Italy. 


Ukraine's Gold medal winner Oleg Lisogor (centre), fl 


Darya Yushko and Kseniya Sydorenko. 


